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At this writing, the Marist
crew is midway through its
spring season. Looking as though
they have regained their autumn
form, they have established
Marist as a team to watch in
this year’s Dad Vail.

On April 9, all three teams
participated in the Grimaldi Cup
races held at Orchard Beach La-
goon in New York City. This
race is hosted by St. John’s Uni-
verstiy in memory of a former
oarsman who drowned during a
practice session on Long Island
Sound. It is a 2000 meter sprint
.race for freshman, junior varsity
and varsity crews.

Marist entered this regatta un-
tested, but the hard work of off-
season training proved worth-
while as our three crews finished
third-third-third.

The frosh crew were the first
to prove themselves ay they met
Columbia, George Washington,
Iona, St. John’s and Howard.
Although the Light Blue from
Columbia were victorious, it
should be remembered that they
are classified as “big time”.
George Washington nosed out
Marist for runner-up honors in
a tight finish.

The Junior varsity then con-
tinued the fine showing. Com-
peting against teams from Col-
umbia, George -~ Washington,
Iona, Howard and Holy Cross,
they too were eager to show
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WALLY'S SPORTS

MARIST SLANT ON SPORTS

CREW TEAM PLACES THIRD IN GRIMALDI
BlG SEASON AHEAD

their form. Columbia again fin-
ished first with Iona the runner-
up. Marist finished a strong
third, geatly outdistancing the
three trailing crews.

The varsity raced proved to
be the race of the afternoon.
From the time the Linus Foy
was rigged, many glances were
cast at the Marist shell. This
year’s varsity shell is rowed with
an Italian style rigging, a new
improvement that has proved
very successful in getting the
most benefit out of the power
supplied by its stalwarts.

Finishing third to George
Washington and Holy Cross,
Marist proved itself to be a crew
that can come from behind. In
second place after the first 400
meters, a mishap dropped the
boat to last position. The team
still managed to finish third,
proving itself to be the best
boat on the water.

Following a brief Easter re-
cess, the team returned to
Poughkeepsie to prepare for
their upcoming encounter with
Holy Cross. Two-a-day sessions
smoothed the rough edges and
increased  the power of the
stroke. '

On the 16th of April, Marist
faced Holy Cross and American
International College on the
“Connecticut River in Springfield.
The Easter practices nroved
their worth as we swept all three

by Wally Abrams

It has come to the attention of the student body that the
Marist College Varsity sports program in in a miserable state of
affairs. Lack of talent, money, student support, disinterest by the
faculty and administration, and poor coaching have been the charg-

es leveled at our intercollegiate program.

“Jon Oberle, president of the Varsity Club here at the U,
gave some interesting thoughts on the subject of our Varsity
competitors in answer to the article, “Their Fault or Ours” which
appeared in the March 30th edition of “The Circle”. He made it
clear that “....any student who gives up his afternoons to run
line drills on; the basketball court until he is nauseated is certainly
worthy of the title ‘Varsity Athlete’. Let me assure you, that while
some Marist “men” sit reading “Playboy” there are others pulling
an oar until their hands are bleading, These men are making sac-
rifices for the sake of the college and they deserve the respect

that, up to now, has been inadequate.”

The term “Varsity is a very touchy word at this school. The
athletes themselves think in terms of hard and serious competition.
The student body, as a whole, considers the teams simply as enter-
tainment (mostly a comedy show) and the administration hardly
considers the teams as even exhisting — they don’t care! Whatever
the cause for the lack of support, Mr. Oberle’s statements on the
efforts of our Varsity athletes are valid. These competitors deserve
more help and respect than they are now getting. A shake-up
must be forthcoming from the administration, the athletic devart-
ment, and the student body in their outlook on the individual
Varsity athlete and the teams of which these athletes are members.

races. The frosh beat their Holy
Cross counterparts by six boat-
lengths, the junior varsity rc-
peated their earlier victory over
the Cross, and the varsity aveng-
ed their Grimaldi Cup loss to
Holy Cross by finishing ten sec-
onds ahead of the Crusaders;
AILC. also entered the varsity
competition, but finished 7
lengths behind.

On April 30th Marist College
will host the third annual Presi-
dent’s Cup Regatta. Top comp-
etition from different areas of
small college rowing will be on
hand to vie for the silver bowl
trophies.

This year’s entries will comp-
ose quite an impressive field.
St. John’s and Iona represent the
big city, Drexel (last year’s var-
sity rumier-up) and Villanova

from Philadelphia, Norttheast-

ern (1965 Dad Vail winners in
all three divisions and defending
President Cup champions in the
junior varsity and varsity divis-
ions) and Trinity (last year’s
frosh winner) join Marist in the
seven boat field. All races will be
at 2000 meter distance.

Last year’s rags-to-riches

story of the Northeastern crew
has left them as the taget for all
competition this vear. Without
doubt, this.year’s President Cup
will be the best ever. See you
there.
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Be There

The students of Marist]
would like to exvnress their
deepest svmpathy to Paul
Rvin  on the death of his
f',\fhel"

LIFTERS SGORE SEGOND
IN DUTCHESS CONTEST

As reported in the last issue of
the Circle the annual Dutchess
County Weightlifting Champ-
ionships were to be held at
Marist, again this year. Well, on
Saturday April 2 the event took
place and it was a great success.
Although the Marist team lost
the team title to the Freedom
Plains club we took either first
or second in every class except

that of Heavyweight. The final

score was Marist 22 and Free-
dom Plains 24.

The first place winners for
Marist were Chuck Howlett in
the 123 Ib. class and Rick Dan-
owski in the 148 1b. class. Chuck
had a total of 315 and Rick fin-
ished with 500 even. The four
other lifters from Marist who
finished the meet all placed sec-
ond in their classes. They were
Tony Morell in the 132 Ib. class,
Mike Ward at 165, Joe Cher-
epowich, 181, and Frank Hemp-
ton in the 198 lb class. Joe
White missed his attempts at
the press due to a lack.of ex-
perience in this type of meet
and was disqualified. The team
looks forward.to Joe’s help next
year when he has mastered the
needed techniques. Bob Savoye,
in his last year of lifting for the
school, was late getting to the
meet and missed his Clean &
Jerk due to a lack of warmup.
The team deserves a great deal
of credit on their performance
since they have only been work-
ing on Olympic lifting for a
month and in that time learned
quite a bit from Mike Ward,
the team coach.

The competition was very stiff
and the best example of this is
the performance of Dave Nor-
ton, captain of the Freedom
Plains team. Dave, who is 381
years old, had a total of 785 1bs.
This was 5 lbs. more than he
had in the 1965 Junior National
Championships. The other lifter

Rick Danowski who won 14s 1b.
class.

for the opposition who had an
impressive total was Ted Gier-
isch. He totaled 720.

All the officials from the AAU
who atterded the meet were
very surprised at the large num.
bers of spectators who turned
out. They estimated that during
the course of the lifting there

-were over three hundred people -
present. This is very good in a
school where soccer and basket-
ball games draw a “crowd” of
25 to 50 people. With the inter-
est shown the school should
think of making Weightlifting a
school rather than a club sport.
Due to this large turn out the
A.A.U. has asked us to hold the
State Championships here next
year. Thanks to all the students
a good impression on meople
who showed up for making such
who matter and showing that
there is a school interest in this
sport.




