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\ Student"Academic Committee 

pass-Fail System 
Proposed By SAG 

By Pierre Gaudet 

Bros. Edward Cajhin »Gerard Weiss and Linus -Foy convene in Brother Linus' office upon tlieir re­
turn _from the Marist Brothers' Gereral Chapter'in Rome to discuss the effects of the Chapter'on the 
lives of the Brothers'in the United States. - _ ' , - -

Bros. Foy, Cashin, Weiss Return 
^ From^ Marist iGerierafe 

By Edward Synan - \ 

- - Brothers Linus-Foy, Edward 
Cashin and Gerard Weiss have 
returned from, Rome where they 

.-had.rbeen attending the 'General 
Chapter meetings of the Marist 
Brothers. "Neither Bro.JFoy or 
Bro. Weiss were ..immediately 
available for interview,1 but Bro. 
Cashin willingly offeredhis'com-
ments. „ '" -~i. - v 

never looked.'so good,_'even with 
the 'memories of'the sights of 
Europe'still fresh in mind.\ He 
.said that he was pleased'at the 

„ This* w'as -just the "f irsts apparent health 'of the college., 
of a,^number- of ̂ studies.'- "Even'thevproblems'seeih heaUj 

^.thy,»»;he rhotedf" "Another"^faiet 
he"found reassuring was the self -
operating nature "of the college -

.its ability to operate smoothly, in 
-the'; absence of its president and 
fice president! - *-. C *" " 

from^as far-xaway as Europe, 
Africa'and "Ceylon. V - -^-
. Brother'' mentioned c„that the 

General Chapter meetings ax'enot 
over, 
draft 
The "trio-will return to Rome 
next - September-,and, October to. 
attend the next session.' 

According to Bro.c Cashin , the 
campus and_the Hudson Valley -„ Concerning'the effects of-the _________________,.__«_____>_«. 

'. General Chapter upon the col- '- - .. . s f- '.- *~~'r 
lege, Bro! Cashin said that since SJTQ~ Fuffbef" ApOStolate 
the college j s involved in the <., ~ • r v . \, 
Marist j-jtradftion,*'the "chapters 

- findings^will'be felt.-The spirit" 
of > updating' the/life of the bro-,-
thers along Vaficanjn'guidelines 
has already b"een'implemented. ~ 
The new dress regulations of the 
brothers arid the increased'inte-
gration of the-Student .Brothers 

"into the student body are part of— 
this_agi6snamentb. - It, is hoped" 
that this will help the lessons of „* 

1 Vatican II to become part "of the 
- life of. the students. - - " -

On November 6th, Brother 
,-Bernard Jacques, James Croteau 

and Joseph' Brosnan, .Student 
Government President informed 
Brother John O'Shea of the exist­
ence and aims of the newly form­
ed Student Academic Committee. 

- During this meeting, several 
of the committee's suggestions 
were presented. Among these 

."were a„two-fold-pass/fail sys­
tem and the institution of a non-
credit Theology course "in con­
temporary theological thinking. 

The pass/fail system would al­
low up to 15 credits of noncore, 
non-major courses to be taken 
over "four years^witlf permission 

~of~the course instructor^and the' 
v students advisor. :If the course 
, -is passed, three credits are given, 
"rbyt *the^c6ur se »is-*not rfigured-^ 
[Vinfo; the^cumlatiye average^ Jin 
"" the'case of failure, the course is 

not entered into the student'sre-
"-..cord.- Final exams would alsobe 

put on a .pass/fail basis with a 
minimum" guarantee of a 6 - for 
passing." /This would improve 
the academic climate by putting 
the emphasfs on'comprehension 
of the course and not merely be­
ing, able, to pass a course on a 
strength of cramming. Brother 
John O'Shea received this plan 
with interest and it is now being 
considered by the Academic 
Policy Committee. 

The Student Academic Com-
s mittee, .formed to" analyze and 
_discuss academic problems and 
suggest solutions, is operating 
directly under the Student Govern 
mtnt, and is headed by James 
Croteau and Brother Bernard 
Jacques, Student Government 
treasurer. 

McDonald, '70 

Elected Rec. 

Sec. Of Council 
'_David-McDonald, class of'70, 

was'- elected to the' position of 
Recording secretary^of the* Stud-" 
ent Council.- VTE& election took 
placVih the'Student Center last_ 
Thursday with but a" small voter" 
turnout. (-McDonald, running"un-^ 
opposed, beat out active_abstent-
ions by a vote of 69 to 9. " * 

The position was leftvacantby. _ 
the resignation of .Joseph Kill-
een, '70, and McDonald was ap-
pomted-by"Council President Joe 
Brosnan to fill the vacancy pend­
ing .an election; McDonald will 
hold the post until the regular 
Student^ Government elections in 
March of next yeac»_ 

Asked of any-" plans" for "the 
future, Bro. 'Edward" said it was^ 
too'soon to say anything concrete." . -
He-did mention the building of- i n« o t ^ e Brothers into public, 
new and smaller residences for schools and .perhaps phasing out 
Student Brothers which -would ^ schools they^presently own. 
give them experience in small The commotion -can be tracr 
community living. Healso hopes ed to the new attitudes'-that the 
for more collegiate involvement 
in Dutchess County and the com­
munity by the faculty and the 
students. - - , 

Marists Look To New 
7 Roles In Education 

-.^By Bro. Brendan>Kenny - _ 
In a recent news conference ~-Tne present-rumors of com- -

on xttfe_Marist- Brother's -Lap- Pletely phasing out the present 
orte Indiana jProjectr'Brother school system are dubious., 
KieranBrenna,-Provincial,com-„ Rather there is going to be an 
mented on the Brothers' future .Jn t e n s i*e rerevaluahon^jaf die 
role-in-the teaching apostolate> program-Jn .light ,pf .Vatican' n : 
Quite-a^tir,was"caused over the" It"J*ilI'be_ an-attempt to; comply • 
broadcast" concerning *the*mov--mo re readily with equal" ed-. 

Brother sees the new dorm­
itory regulations as being con­
sistent with the guidelines being 
discussed in the General Chapter. 

ucation of children without regard 
to their! financial -standards ,or 
religious'beliefs.' -Certainly the 
possibility' of^a finer education 
will be insured if-both 'an in-

MaristTromersAaVTtekifigaafter - t e n s ^ e - "-evaluation were to 
the first session of their Gen- -occui-and there was a hope of 
eral^ Chapter.' The-Brotheri' n e a t e r . cooperation with the 
aims-should be to seek out new government systems. .This co-
areas.of education and fo-db what' operation seems to imply .that 
the layman is not able> He " 1S n o t ' 
should be the. vanguard,of lay 
activity, especially with regards 
to education. ->The"hope of ed-

These and other efforts over the -ucation, the Chapter urged, 
past few years to encourage-stu-
dent responsibility have been\ 
formed along the guidelines^; 
Vatican II., -

One point stressed by Bro. 
Cashin was his desire to see 
the students benefit from tire 
international nature of the college 
community.. He noted that mem­
bers of the faculty and several 
of the Student Brothers come 

should not rest upon the owning. 
of, our own schools but rather on 
the effective juse of an existing 
educational system.-

The entire move of the Chapter 
was away from the security .of 
the 'middle class suburban 
schools into a lower class where * 
the influence of the Brothers 
would be more effective. 

necessary for,, the Bro­
thers to own the^schools, quite 
to_ the contrary the Chapter ad­
vised-that the Brothers should, 
not be unduly cautious about sur­
rendering the maintenance and/ 
"or the ownership of schools to the 
Government in order to insure 
the best possible teaching, sit­
uations. 

In the interests ofexperimental 
education by religious then,, the 

jJrothers may well be teaching in 
public schools but as part of a 
program to explore the potential 
of religious teachers. 

In Lecture r-" * - ~ * " . ^ 

Russian Stresses 
Peaceful Co-existence 

By Steve Garger - | 

"' ", " "" 'r ^K~ 
' Vladimir. Bykovi second secretary at the U. S. S. R. Embassy in 
Washington,' spoke "at Marist .on-Thursday, November 9th. Two 
hundredf students and faculty members heard his lecture'on Russian 
foreign>policy and"then"participated in a question and'answer period 

-which followed. • - - . . - ' 
"The first subject Mr. Bykov p r e r 

sented-jvas-the Vietnamesejvar. 
He admitted the war was the chief 
problem concerning world peace. 
The Soviet Union's policy in Viet­
nam is ,that,'as long as escala­
tion continues, Russia' will send 
aid and -render moral support to 
the North Vietnamese govern­
ment. According to Mr7TJykov, 
••keeping' up the war- will only 
further the boundaries of con­
flict. 

The secretary stressed that 
U. S.- u r s . S.R. relations should 
be based on peaceful co-exist­
ence. - Presently, Soviet-Ameri­
can relations are strained and 
"have been influenced with events 
in Vietnam." vMr BySov men­
tioned that the Johnson-Kosygin 
talks atGlassboro was a step to­
ward better relations. Placing 
the burden on U. S. shoulders, 
the Russian stated: "all is now 
up ot the U. S., we (the U.S.S.R.), 
are expecting deeds from you 

Vladimir Bykow, secretary, at 
Soviet Embassy in Washington. 

(the U.', S.), not only words." 

When asked to comment upon 
Sino-Soviet relations, Mr.Bykov 
pointed out that the external 
policy of China as directed by Mao 
Tse Tung is'adverse to the Soviet 
Union's idealogy. The secretary 

Continatd on page I 


