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SPORTS 
Men's basketball team looks toward youth 
in second year under Coach Matt Furjanic 
by Brian O'Connor 

Last year's men's basketball 
team was relatively young and in
experienced. But now that an en
tire year has elapsed, the team is 
younger and less experienced. 

With the lossof last year's team 
leaders and starters, Bruce 
Johnson, Steve Eggink and Ted 
Taylor who accounted for more 
than half of the Red Foxes' 63.4 
points per game, there are no 
seniors on this year's squad and on
ly three juniors in Mark Shamley, 
Alain Forestier and newcomer Ron 
McCants. 

But if youth and inexperience led 
the Red Foxes to their first winn
ing season in nine years with a 
17-12 overall record and an EC AC 
Metro Conference regular season 
title with an 11-3 mark, it could 
very well do even more, this year. 

Head Coach Matt Furjanic 
begins his second season at the 
helm sporting a 90-83 career 
coaching record. Furjanic, a 1973 
graduate of Point Park College, 
has twice won ECAC Coach-of-
the-Year honors and has guided his 
squads to conference titles for four 
consectutive years. He drove his 
old team, rival Robert Morris Col
lege, to the top in 1982, 1983 and 
in 1984and the Red Foxes thispast 
season. ^ 

Furjanic, who utilizes an expert 
defense which allowed only 58.4 
points per game to Tank ninth in 
the nation in scoring-defense last 
year, will be assisted by Jim Todd, 
Bogdan Jovicic, Eggink, and Larry 
Menapace. Todd, a graduate of 
Fitchburg State College, is in his se
cond year at Marist. Jovicic has 
previous coaching experience in 
Europe and at the University of 
Southern California. Eggink moves 
from player to coach and is also an 
academic advisor. Menapace 
returns to his spot as volunteer 
assistant coach on the Red Fox 

Matt Furjanic 

sidelines to round out the coaching 
staff. <* 

While the majority of the star
ting five is gone, two sopfiomqres, •• 
Rik Smits and Drafton Davis" have 
remained. The ECAC Metro Con
ference Rookie of the Year, 7'3" 
center Smits, carries with him a 
.567 feild goal percentage and a 
team high 75 blocked shots. Smits 
averaged 11.1 points and 5.6 re- ' 
bounds per game. Davis, with the -
resoponsibility of running the of
fense and handling the ball, rank
ed second in minutes played (997), 
steals (63) and assists (122) for the 

Foxes. ' 
Smits, who started 21 of Marist's 
29 games last year, has a broken 
nbse and will practice with a special 
giiardfor another'two to three 
weeks." . " " 

The starting lineup still has not 
been set in stone. "The likely can
didates include freshman Carlton 
Wade, a 5'11" guard from Clair-
ton, Pa.; Shamley, a 6'6" junior 
foward; Forestier, a 6'6" junior 
from France and redshirt freshman 
Miroslav Pccarski, at 6'10" from 
Yugoslavia. Three of these players 
will join Davis and Smits at the tip 

9 returnees lead women 
by Dan Pielrafesa 

The Marist women's basketball 
team consisting of nine returning 
players — including four starters 
and five seniors — and : ' ree 
freshmen will have a bright season 
ahead. 

Head Coach Pat Torza will bring 
her troops to the season opener on 
November 23 against Northeastern 
with the hope of getting off to a 
better start and a possible 20 win 
season after being 16-14 (7-7 in the 
conference) last year. -

"We will win- our share of 
games," said Torza. "We're a bet
ter team and have good talent all 
the way down" from seniors to 
freshmen." 

While Torza will admit she is op
timistic, she will also admit she is 
cautiously optimistic because the 
conference and independent 
schedules are stronger. 

The schedule includes the home 
opener on November 26 against 
Quinnipiac which was a top 10 
Division Two team last year. This 
game will open up a doubleheader 
that will see the Marist men's 
basketball team play Suffolk 
University in the nightcap. 

A trip to Florida in early January 
is also on tap for the upcoming 
season. The team raised about S750 
for the trip by selling raffle tickets 
earlier in the semester. 

Marist fans are in store for an ex
citing season, according to Torza. 

"We will using steady pressure 

defenses and fast breaks," Torza 
said. "We need all 12 players to do 
that. Everyone of these 12 players 
we could use, and we wouldn't be 
hurt. I'm confident in all of them." 

This is how the women's, team 
shapes up the upcoming .season: 

Guards: The probable starting 
guards for the Foxes will be the 
starting backcourt tandem from 

* last year in senior Val Wilmer and 
sophomore Michelle Michel. 

- Michel, better known as 'Magic' by 
her teammates, could be expected 
to shoot the ball more this year as 
well as carrying over her tough 
defense from last year. Wilmer, the 
team leader in steals last year with 
61, will be running the offense as 
well as scoring points (10.1 points 
per game last year). 

Forwards: The probable starting 
forwards will be seniors Jackie 
Pharr and Paoline Ekambi. The 
Foxes will be big at the forward 
positions with both of these women 
standing 6'2". Ekambi, who spent 
the summer playing with the 
French National team, averaged 
13.1 points and 6.8 rebounds per 
game last year while Pharr averag
ed 9.9 points per game and a team 
high 7.7 rebounds per game last. 
year. 

Center: Senior Mary Jo Stemp-
sey is the starting center for the 
team. The team leader in blocked 
shots last year with 29 is a much 
improved player both offensively 
and defensively over last year when 

" she averaged 5.9 points and 2.6 re

bounds per game, according to 
Torza. 
. Bench: The bench will have a 
nice blend of experience and young 
talented freshmen. 
. Leading the troops off the bench 
will be a duo from Dublin, Ireland 
in junior Jennifer Gray and senior 
Una Geoghegan. The 6' 1" Gray is 
a power forward who can hit the 
medium range baseline jumper 
while Geoghegan, who will most 
likely be the first- guard off the 
bench, excels on defense. 

Then, there are the versatile 
players who can come off the 
bench and play either guard or for
ward. This is the case with junior 
Sue Blazejewski and sophomore 
Marilee Bamford. Blazejewski 
plays a tough-aggressive defense 
which can give opponents fits while 
Bamford can be a deadly baseline 
shooter. 

Now come the three freshman 
who Torza has been very happy 
with in practice so far. 

"All three are playing with inten
sity," said Torza. "They are smart 
in picking up the defensive 
strategies and are doing a real nice 
job." 

Jacalyn O'Neil brings great 
credentials to Marist. The Stony 
Point, N.Y., native is the all-time 
leading scorer in North Rockland 
High School's history with 994 
points. She was an honorable men
tion to the all-state team as a senior 
and took part in the Empire State 
,Games following her junior year. 

offs. 
• This group is young yet quick 
and tall. These are essential for 
quality play but, will also be 
Marist's strong points. 

At guard, Furjanic said that he 
will use a two point-guard system, 
rotating_Davis, Wade and 6'4" 
freshman Tim Beckwith, from 
Hampton, Va. Furjanic has won 88 
games using the two point-guard in 
the past. _ 

Freshman Peter Krasovec, 6'7" 
from Hungary and Michael 
Fielder, a 6'4" sophomore from 
California, join Marist's players at 
foward. Height and power are their 
respective tools as role players in 
the strong bench at Marist. 

Behind Smits at center is another 
seven-footer, Rudy Bourgarel, a 
freshman from Guadeloupe. Fur
janic said that Bourgarel, is learn
ing, the way Smits did last season. 
Bourgarel will gradually increase 
his playing time as the season 
moves on. . 

McCants, a 6'2" junior, from the 
Bronx,-will display his versatility at 
either guard or foward. 

The hoop, squad is rounded out 
by three walk-ons. Tim Murphy 
and John McDonbugh are return
ing and will be joined by freshman 
Matt Schoenfeld. The Fox team in
cludes five sky-scrapers from 
Europe, all between the height of 
6'6" (Forestier) and 7'3" (Smits). 

AH'that the squad'-needs to 
tighten its play is' a leader on the 

- court. Eyes seem to bejurning to 
Shamley, last year's sixth man. 
Because of his two years of ex
perience at Marist, Shamley must 
use his talents, 6.7 points and 4.2 
rebounds per game, and his 
abilities to patch the leadership hole 
and unite his teammates. 

The Foxes have lost three 
players, who all left for personal 
reasons. Ken Galloway, Bob Fran

cis and Reggie McNeil exited before 
• practice really got underway. 

Changes this year include a 
45-second shot clock, which was 

' made mandatory by the NCAA. 
This pressures the team into facing 
two opponents on the court — the 
other team and the clock. The new-
rule limits the effectiveness of us
ing stall tactics at the end of a 
game. 

Also the starting time of the 
Saturday home games is set at 3 
p.m. This scheduling move will 
help increase the media coverage 
the Foxes would receive, according 
to Brian Colleary, the director of 
athletics. Colleary figures the 
games would be completed in plen
ty of time for the newspaper 
deadlines in New York. 

The men's schedule is tougher 
this season with NCAA Champion, 
Villanova, on Jan. 4 and the addi
tion of Big East powerhouse, St. 
John's University on Dec. 11. 
Marist lost to Villanova in the se
cond game last year by the score of 
56-51. 

The Red Foxes will play 11 home 
games at the McCann Center this 
season, with the opener on Nov. 26 
at 8 p.m. against Suffolk Univer
sity, new on the schedule this 
season. 

Marist will play at Madison 
Square Garden on Feb. 26 against 
Fairleigh Dickinson University as 
the first game of a double header 
there at 7 p.m. The second game 
features'St. John's and Syracuse. 

The pre-season starts this Tues
day with an exhibition match 
against Partizan Belgrade of 
Yugoslavia at 7:30 p.m. 

The outlook for the Foxes looks 
quite promising and the players 
have only to play to their potential 
to make this season as exciting and 
victorious as last season. 

V\ 

Pat Torza 

The 5MI" freshman will see time 
at the forward position where she 
averaged 11.8 rebounds per game 
as a senior in high school. 

Nassau County native Susanne 
Lynn will bring a strong inside 
game to Marist. The 6 ' 2 " 

Lawrence High School graduate 
was a all-everything selection 
(county, league, conference and 
division) as a senior. She is the 
number one career and single 
season rebounder in "Lawrence 
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