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Red Foxes fall, 
lose doubleheader 

by J.W. STEWART 
Staff Writer 

Opportunity has been knocking for the women's softball team. 
Unfortunately, no one has been able to open the door. 
That problem led to six losses to three different teams last week, giv­

ing the Red Foxes a 10-game losing streak and an overall record of 2-16. 
After a rain-out Saturday with Brooklyn, Manhattan came to town 

and took two from the Foxes, 6-3 and 11-0. Marist trailed 6-1 heading 
into the bottom of the seventh when the team mounted a last-ditch 
comeback. 

With one out, Marist loaded the bases for Patty Ackermann and Kathy 
Hull, who each delivered with RBI singles. 

With the bases still loaded and only one out, left fielder Stacey Haupt 
stepped to the plate but grounded into a game-ending double play. 

Ground outs like Haupt's have become a constant, said Head Coach 
Tom Chiavelli. 

"We're just not getting enough on the ball. We're not being aggressive 
with the bat," he said. 

After hanging tough in the opener, Marist was baffled in the second 
game. Two Jasper pitchers combined to one-hit the Red Foxes. The lone 
single came from Sylvia and no Red Fox made it past second base. 

"We just fell apart. There's not much to say," said Chiavelli. 
Sunday's game against Manhattan was deja vu. The team had just been 

one-hit by Army's Paula Bostnick on Thursday, en route to losing game 
one, 8-1. 

Kate O'Hanlon tripled to lead off the third and subsequently scored 
on Terri Bambakidou's fielder's choice. 

"You can't do anything when you only get one hit," said Chiavelli. 
In game two, two quick runs in the first inning on RBI singles by 

Melissa Fanelli and O'Hanlon staked Marist to an early lead and the Foxes 
had a chance to tie it in the seventh with Bambakidou on second and 
no outs. 

But, once again, three straight ground outs kept the Red Foxes under 
lock and key. 

Marist also dropped a twin-bill to Wagner last week, 6-4 and 4-2. 

Circle photo/Matt Martin 
Freshman shortstop Patty Ackerman releases the ball dur­

ing the Red Foxes' doubleheader against Wagner on Sunday. 
Marist lost both games. 

Celebration, frustration, life of a coxswain 
by JEANETTE MARVIN 

Staff Writer 
In the bedroom of her Canter­

bury apartment, Stephanie Tanis' 
alarm clock goes off at 4:30 a.m. 
...and 4:40 and 4:50; 

"I whack the snooze bar a cou­
ple of times," she admits. 

At 5:15 a.m., Tarns leaves for 
school dressed in layers of spandex, 
tee-shirts, turtle necks, sweats and 
gloves. 

"You wear a lot to keep warm," 
she says. 

After stretching out, Tanis puts 
on the headset to the "cox box," 
a machine that counts the number 
of strokes per-minute of the 
rowers, and recites the cheesy poem 
of the day. 

By 8 a.m., Tanis is on her way 
to class. 

So begins the typical day of a 
coxswain. 

"We get up when it's dark and 
go to bed when it's light," she said. 
"You go to class in your sweats 
and you smell. It takes a special 

person to be doing this and con­
tinue to do this every day." 

A coxswain is responsible for 
steering the boat, making correc­
tions through command calls, 
checking the equipment and mak­
ing sure everybody is at practice, 
said Tanis, a senior from Glen 
Rock, N.J. 

"The coxswain does the think­
ing," said Tanis. 

"Traditionally there are the 
jokes that coxswains don't do 
anything. They just sit back there 
and yell," said the communications 
major. "(But without the coxs­
wain,) you have four people with 
four different opinions and besides 
that you need someone to steer 
(because crew rowers sit facing the 
back of the boat they can not see 
where they are going)." 

"You become very close with the 
people on your team," said Tanis. 

Tanis said she feels especially 
close to her team when they throw 
her in the river after winning. 

"I got pitched in the other day," 
she said. "The water is just above 
freezing, but I look at it as a 

privilege that they wanted to throw 
me in. Its like 'hey we won and 
your a part of it. '" 

But being a coxswain can also be 
frustrating, saiq Tanis. 

Practices when the rowers do not 
seem to get in sync, choppy waters, 
high wins and big waves are some 
things which make practice more 
frustrating. 

"(Crew is) subject to so many 
different rules, including Murphy's 
Law," says Tanis. 

Crew can also be dangerous, said 
Tanis. 

One day last season, a passing 
boat created a strong enough wake 
to crack the practicing shell in two. 

The Marist shell was perpen­
dicular to the wake and there was 
too much strain on the structure, 
causing it to break. 

The team, which thinks the pass­
ing boat was outside of its specific 
shipping lane, recorded the boat's 
logo and sent a complaint to the 
Coast Guard, said Tanis. 

Tanis said most of the shipping 
traffic slows down in this area of 
the Hudson River as a courtesy 

because the captains there are four 
colleges and some high schools who 
row this part of the river. 

What is left of the once eight-
man boat rests in the Marist boat 
house as a testimony to the necessi­
ty of caution. 

But it is in the worst of times that 
the best of people come through, 
and crewers are the best of people,-
said Tanis. 

When boats get swamped, in­
dividual differences are put aside. 
The rowers rush to attach tow-lines 
to the boats, towel down the dren­
ched and look for extra clothes, she 
said. 

"They'll trip over each other to 
help somebody," said Tanis. 

There may be some days when 
practices are tough or passing boats 
leave big wakes, but the day will 
come, says Tanis, when sunshine 
will pour down on the "absolutely 
flat glass water and you'll be row­
ing along and you're getting better 
and better and everything just 
clicks." 

Netters win, 
crush Iona 
to snap skid 
by ANDREW HOLMLUND 

Staff Writer 

The men's tennis team wasable 
to regain its winning form Monday 
by knocking off Iona College, 8-1, 
snapping a two-match losing streak 
in the process. 

Marist, which improved its 
record to 4-5 on the season, used 
a balanced attack in both singles 
and in doubles. 

In the singles portion, 
sophomore Jeff Barker was vic­
torious in three sets, 7-6 (7-5), 3-6, 
and 7-6 (7-3), while senior John 
Cleary claimed top honors, posting 
a 6-3, 6-2 result. 

Steve Popper and Kevin 
McGovern helped the Red Foxes in 
their respective matches. Popper 
was a straight set winner, 6-1, 6-2, 
while McGovern's match was a 6-2, 
3-6, 6-3 triumph. 

Abi Sharma, who was able to 
hold on in the first set, 7-6 (7-5), 
took the second set easily, 6-2. 

In doubles, co-captains Barker 
and Cleary, took the better end, 
winning 6-3, 4-6, and 7-5. 

Popper and Nick Valente record­
ed a straight set victory, 6-3,6-3 and 
McGovern and Jay Crowley need­
ed three sets to erase their op­
ponents, 2-6, 6-3, and 7-6 (7-5). 

Head Coach Jim Parady said he 
was very happy with the results. 

"I am very glad that we were 
able to close our matches," said the 
first-year head coach. "The tie­
breakers showed that we were able 
to close out our sets, something 
that we haven't done in our past 
few matches." 

Last Friday, the Red Foxes 
struggled against New York 
University, losing 9-0. 

Aside from deary's and Pop­
per's singles matches, which went 
to three sets, and Barker and 
Cleary'sthree-set loss in doubles, 
Marist was overmatched. 

"That was a tough loss for us," 
said Parady. "We played the 
match on top of a roof, right in the 
heart of mid-town Manhattan. I 
think my players remained as 
focused as they possibly could." 

The Red Foxes were back in ac­
tion yesterday as they traveled 
across Poughkeepsie to meet cross-
town rival Vassar. Results were not 
available at press time. 

Foxes get a well-deserved breath of fresh air 
"Coach," said Marist pitcher 

Dave Rodriquez. "We've got your 
new closer over here." 

Leaving his post on the third 
base sideline, Head Coach Art 
Smith casually walked over behind 
the two sets of bleachers to in­
vestigate Rodriquez's new 
discovery. 

"I think he's throwing 81 or 
82," Rodriquez said to Smith. 

"Let me check this out," Smith 
replied. 

The new closer was none other 
than Michael Furey, the Red 
Foxes' starting first baseman. 

Furey, who was pitching to 
Michael Dauerer, Marist's center-
Melder, was working on his 
delivery. 

"Get that front leg up. Your 
releasing way up here," said Rodri­
quez moving his hand up over his 
head. 

.As Furey worked on Rodriquez's 
suggestions, Smith moved in for a 
closer look. 

"Let me get behind this guy and 
see what kind of run he has on the 
ball," Smith said. 

"I'll work on the slider," Furey 
said. "I've got that." 

Furey popped a few more pitches 
to Dauerer and Smith knew it was 
time to get back to his post on the 
sideline. 

"Why don't you mix in a few 
strikes for us," he joked to Furey, 
drawing laughter from Rodriquez 
and Dauerer. 

No, Furey won't be the Red 
Foxes new closer, but he was hav­
ing fun. 

Furey was getting the chance to 
work on his pitching repertoire 
because while he was in the 
bullpen, the Red Foxes were 
holding a commanding 17-1 lead 
over Vassar College in the first-ever 
— and probably last-ever — 
meeting of the local teams. 

This season hasn't been the best 
of times for the first-year Foxes, 
but Tuesday's game was a well-
timed breather for Smith's club. 

The Red Foxes, 5-15 overall, had 
dropped four consecutive games 
prior to meeting Vassar and the 
game they love so much had turn­
ed frustrating. 

Thursday 
Morning 
Quarterback 

MIKE O'FARRELL 

Marist may be at ihe bottom of 
the pack in the Northeast Con­
ference, but the Red Foxes have 
lost three one-run games and four 
two-run games in conference play. 

Tuesday's game against Vassar 
was a breath of fresh air in the mid­
dle of a disheartening season. 

"Yeah, this is a little relaxing," 
Smith admitted. "What will really 
help us is to win in the con­
ference." 

After Smith finished analyzing 
the delivery of Furey, he set his 
sights back on the task at hand — 
Vassar. 

While the starters were loose and 
cool on the bench and on the 
sideline, Smith cast a watchful eye 
on his young hitters as they increas­
ed the Marist lead to 22-1, the even­
tual final margin. 

"Have a good at bat up there 
now," Smith said to a Marist 
batter. 

While his team was relaxing 
behind him, Smith did not stop 
coaching. The game wasn't over 
and he knew that. He knew there 
was still time to teach. 

Having finished his catching 
duties for Furey, Dauerer turned 
his attention to his batting average. 

"What am I at now?" he asked 
Sports Information Director Dan 
Sullivan. 

"It's bad isn't it?" Dauerer 
continued. 

As Marist starter Scott 
Ronaghan finished retiring Vassar 
in the bottom of the eighth inning, 
Dauerer suddenly calculated some 
pertinent information. 

"What is 12-for-64?" he 
wondered aloud. 

As the ninth inning started, all 
the Marist players were focusing 
their attention on the game. 

After the Marist hitters were 
retired, the team rallied behind 
Ronaghan, who was trying for a 
complete game en route to picking 
up his first win of the season. 

When the final out was record­
ed, the Red Foxes gathered around 
the pitcher in a victory celebration. 

Smith gathered his team for a 
brief talk about this game and 
about the team's meeting with the 
University of Hartford today. 

Marist needed a fun day to once 
again prove what baseball is all 
about. 

While the game was going on, 
some players were relaxing, others 
like Furey were pretending to be the 
ace closer and others like Dauerer 
were joking about earned run 
averages and batting averages. 

No matter what they were doing, 
they were all having fun. 

And that is what's important. 
Mike O'Farrell is The Circle's 

sports editor. 


