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Mr. Lowell Thomas 
150 west 59th St. 
New York City 

Dear Mr. Thomas, 

AL YEAR S P 0 R T S C E N T E R 

OFFICE OF UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 
521 FIFTH AVE. • NEW YORK CITY 

Februarj" 21, 1940 
File: 892-SV 

Some friends of mine, who know you, have told me that at some time ymi 

might be interested in seeing, or having shown to some of the ski groups with 

which you come in contact, the new, sound and color, Sun Valley movies. I am 

in charge of these movies, and have a sound projector with which I show the 

films, free of charge, to various groups and private parties. The new films 

include pictures of the Sun Valley Open Meet, national, four-event, combined 

championships, held at Sun Valley, last Spring, plus the pictures of skiing 

technique, entitled, 11Ski Skill", which is a demonstration of ski technique 

by Friedl Pfeiffer, head of the Sun Valley ski school. This picture has some 

of the finest, slow-motion shots of slalom and downhill skiing that have been 

taken. 

During my travels to the various ski resorts of the East, I have just 

missed you, several times, and I am hoping that our paths may cross soon. 
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Mary , - please remind me to round up this 
chap ' and his wife for a ski jaunt, early 
next season -- perhaps when we go to 
Mont, Tr,emblant. We also ought to get 
Fath~r Phelan to join the party . Here 
is his letter'\ + L.T. 

\ 7: £ /"} d'lA.. ' 
"!~~oP-·"""' .~ r:. ,. 

d 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

THE INSTITUTE OF MEDIAEVAL STUDIES 
QUEEN 'S PARK CRESCENT 

TORONTO, CANADA 

March 14th,1940. 

Dear Mr Thomas , 

I wish I could join you at Mont Tremblant 
Lodge next week. Unfortunately I have made arrangements 
to indulge another of my weaknesses - neither history nor 
skiiing this time - by skipping over to Rochester N.Y., 
across the lake,to ~ear the Metropolitan Company sing 
Die Walktire on Easter Monday. 

Tom Wheeler didn't see me ski. Else he would have 
reported keen interest coupled with utter lack of profic-
iency. I can get by in discussing history but skiing has 
£0~ me down ••• and I don't mean only figuratively. 

I think we were in the same car going up to the 
Laurentians from Montreal last January. I thought I recog-
nized you on the train and when I heard that you were broad-
casting from Mont Tremblant,I felt sure it was you. 

Sometime when I am in N.Y., - I go there from 
time to time, - maybe I could call you up at the studio 
and we could get together for a little chat about history. 

Sincerely yours 
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~RLEY ROBINSON if~ ' 
= ) ~ . \ 

TELEPHONE 
BEEKMAN 3 · 0377 

110 WILLIAM STREET 

NEW YORK 

18th March, 1940. 

, 'v ~ 
~K" 

d 

/ J Th3fir Mr. 1 owell 'Ihomas : 

!( '1.. " \ 't /" I must send you a word of thanks for your 
~J I ~ kindness in allowing Wendy and me to join your party 

~at North Conway. I never had a pleasanter week-end. 
/ It was Wendy's first experience of skiing in this 

, / ~ ..__ country, and she was so thrilled with everything that 
f ~ I believe she has already started a long descriptive 
1 letter to her parents in France. 

I am sending you a copy of "The Escaping 
Club" on the improbable chance that you haven't read 
it. If you have, your son may enjoy it. It is about 
the best of the escaping books, and, having had the 
luck to get out of Germany myself, I know it to be ab-
solutely accurate and true to conditions as they existed 
in the German prison camps. In fact, I knew intimately 
a number of the officers mentioned by Evans, especially 
Medlicott, the greatest of all escapers. 

With renewed thanks fran us both and kindest 
personal regards, believe me 

Laiv-ell 'Ihomas, Esq . , 
New York, N. Y. 

JBR:S 

Yours sincerely, 

I .,,, I ) 
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I r 
WENDELIN 0. /-1/LTY, Ski Master ASSISTANTS-

U.S. E . t · S. A. CERTIFIED INSTRUCTOR 
HANS .J. FELSCH, 

U. S. E. A. 5. A. CERTIFIED INSTRUCTOR 

I 

PLYMOUTl-I 

Mr. Lowell Thomas 
Station WJZ 
New York City 

Dear Lowell:-

TELEPHONE 301 

SWISS 

ARNOLD PIERPONT 

NAT NILES 

BILL MAY 

FRED NOSEWORTHY 

Kl SCHOOL 

Y M 0 UT 1-1, N. 1-1. 

ecember 6, 1940 

It was nice to see you again at the recent Ne~ York 
Amateur Ski Club meeting. I only regret that we had 
so little time to talk. 

The thought occured to me that you will be visiting 
in Ne~ rtampshire this ~inter and might find time to 
spend a day or so in Plymouth, Mr . Horrocks , the 
manager or the Pemige~asset Hotel , has asked me to 
invite you and your family to stop here at any time 
for a few days. We are on the direct route to Cannon 
~t ., only 30 miles South, and ~e have some excellent 
skiing right here. 

If you can come I can tell you a bit more about the 
summer skiing in Chile which I know you will find 
very interesting . 

Hoping to see you and with be s t regards, I remain 

Sincerely, 

We~~-~ 
WOH:es 

N E W P R I VA T E S L 0 P E S A N 0 T 0 W -- C L U B F A C I L I T I E S -- U N I Q U E I N A M E R I CA 





PLYMOUTH MOUTH 



Plymouth 
Uniquely located, excellent snow conditions exist in 
Plymouth from December to April. Three ski tows, 
one cable tramway, floodlighted ice rinks, snowshoe 
trails aplenty. Splendid accommodations and hospi-
tality on every hand attract sports enthusiasts from 
all sections of the country. Social atmosphere be-
longs to winter sports as much as do snow and ice. 
The management of the Plymouth hotels cooperate 
to provide a continual round of amusements for 
their guests. 

Swiss Ski School 
Plymouth's famous Swiss Ski School, under the 
direction of Wendelin 0. Hilty, accommodates 
every class of skier from the prospective racer to 
the more leisurely skier who wishes no more than 
relaxation in the out of doors. Expert instruction is 
available for the needs of the individual student 
under the capable supervision of Mr. Hilty, his 
chief assistant- Hans Felsch of Chile- and an ex-
pert corps of certified instructors, assisting. Classes 
are graded and badges awarded for progress. An 
excellent tow is available; a three-mile cross-coun-
try trail, and a unique atmosphere in a delightful 
clubhouse on the slope. 
Standard Slalom Run 
A Standard Slalom Run, new to Americans, affords 
an opportunity for skiers to test their skill and 
ability under standard conditions. Those qualify-
ing will receive gold and silver medals. 
Easy Access to Slopes 
Ski facilities are so available and compactly ar-
ranged that one may walk from any hotel and the 
railroad station to the slopes within a few minutes. 

By Car 
New Hampshire prides itself upon the care of its 
roads, constant attention day and night making 
travel as safe in winter as in summer. 

By Train 
Regular weekly snow train from New York direct 
to Plymouth every Friday night. Daily trains 
from Boston direct to Plymouth. 

--· --·-·- By Air 
Direct plane service from New York and Boston 
to Concord, New Hampshire. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE TO 
WINTER SPORTS DIRECTOR, PLYMOUTH, N. H. 





Mr. Lowell Thomas March 2, 41. 

Radio City 

New York City. 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

Jn the attached eavelope you will find prints of 

the picture that I t ook of you on the Thunderbolt Ski Trail Sunday, I 

would appreciate a note of thanks from you for my scrap book. 

) 

I 

Very Truly Yours 
-.. 
1~~--J 

Randolph Trabold 

North Adams Transcript 

Nort~ Adnms Mass. 
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HARCOURT, BRACE AND COMPANY, rNc. 
PUBLISHERS 

383 MADISON AVENUE , NEW YORK 

Telephone oELdorado 5·3610 

CableAddress~il'l'k'-----..,, IJ1BI 

December 2, 1941 

Dear Friend Thomas: 

Thanks for your letter of Novem-
ber 28, and the grand invitation for my family to Join your 
family and others at the Lake Placid Club between Christmas 
and New Year's. As far as I am concerned, I know skiing is 
off my list until after the ·20th of January on account of my 
broken arm, and even at best I'm afraid I 1d rate in the Class 
Z variety. 

I have written Carolyn, who is at 
Smith, and my seventeen-year-old boy, Bud, who is at Andover, 
about your invitation, for they are the real skiers of the 
family and might love to accept your good offer, which I hope 
extends to the children as well as to ourselves. I should 
hear promptly from them if they are interested, but meanwhile 
if the table fills up don't save a place for us. 

Mr. Lowell Thomas 
Hampshire House 
Central Park South 
New York, N. Y. 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

With best wish~s 

Sincerely yours 

J 
1' ,,, 



Mr. Lowell Thomas 
Sl9 Associated Press Building 
Rockefeller Center 
New York, New York 

Dear 10lr • T • -

December 5, 1941 

Thanks so much for your aclmowledgment of my ancient anec-
dote. After sending it to you I had come to the conclusion 
that you wouldn't find it especially funny even if you hadn't 
heard it before - but I enjoyed reading your flattering com-
ments about my method of presentation (shure an' I'u thinkin' 
ye've a bit of the Irish in ye1). 

Yes, he's a very nice young man, and I think the ski idea is 
superb - please don't forget it. 

Regards, 

-·.:· 
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1. Lake Placid Club 

In the Adirondacks 

Postoffice Address Samuel H. Packer 
Vice-President and General Manager Lake Placid Club, Essex County, N. Y. 

Mr . Lowell Thomas 
Rockefeller Center 
New York City 

Dear Mr . Thomas: 

Thanks for your very cordial letter with 
respect to your holiday visit . 

We are definitely reservj_ng two rooms , on 
the sixth floor of ~Aots...for yourself and family , 
inc ludin,; 11~r s . Thomas , your son, and two other boys . 
I assume from our conversatj_on while y01.1 were here 
that your arrival date will be December twenty-sixth 
and we are a~justing our records accordj_n~ly unless 
you inform us otherwise. 

I am sendi~~ word to the dining room w5th 
respect to your wishes for a large table an~ later 
when we know the exact number we shall make these 
arrangements in accordance with your wishes . 

I hope ¥iss Davis will advise us promptly 
regarding additional reservations since the Club 
house is qnite crowded, but we still have comforta-
ble cottage accommodations . We have already made 
ar·rangements for I'jl! . Dann , Eddie Ea~an, a:nd~ his f_amily, 
and 11rs . Hobart E . l"ord . PerhaDs Miss Davis wi 11 
tell us~of any 'o"'fhers"y_ou wish seated with your group 
in the dininf; room~ 

Lookin~ forward to having you and your , 
f(P1ly with AJ.S agl?-il1 , I 8:;6 

l/\1 ~v0 r l,;~O.u1\ { 11'~.,;ir; • . 
V v· ( I'- ' \.J.~:XAJ Very cordially yours , r /\p 6 J, \)J) .. " ~t,/> 

~ T1..J!~o .. ~vr-~1 
.J"./fC: LC 





ARMONT INN 
WEST CAMPTON, N. H. 

We will reopen for the fourth winter season 
on December 30th. 

Early reservations for the New Year's and 
Washington's Birthday holidays are advised. 

We anticipate seeing our former guests and 
those interested In eftjoylng 

ARMONT lN WINTER 

Oscar E. Skinner 
Manager 

Tel. Campton N. H. 50 
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Mr. Lowell Thomas 
Radio City 
New York, New York 

Dear Lowell: 

ROBERT TRENT JONES 
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT 

20 VESEY STREET 

NEW YORK, NEW YOR K 

- ---·-·--···-

December 15, 1941 

/ 
'(:;;; ,..... 

I 

(')~ -...:.,.--.... 
A couple of weeks ago I had dinner in Albany with A!:_?ott Mof~~~t, 
the Chairman of the Senate's Ways and Means Committee, and James 

.. F.,, Eyaz;:- a close friend of mine and Director of Parks for the 
State of New York. During dinner they discussed the new trails 
at Whiteface, and both want to make a topnotch ski center out of 
this development. 

As Moffett of course will have a great deal to say about the money 
approved for this project, the fact that he and his wife are ski 
enthusiasts should be an as s et. I believe you could offer him 
some suggestions that would be helpful. I imagine that he and his 
wife would greatly enjoy going on one of your ski trips. 

Both these men give your radio talk the night before election the 
credit for passing this ski bill. I personally can confirm that 
to some extent as I have talked to various people on my different 
jobs upstate and they say they voted for it due to your talk on 
the radio, not having thought one way or the other about it before. 

I am enclosing a bill for the balance due on the golf course, and 
I should appreciate it very much if you could take care of it at 
this time. 

Regards, 

~ Romrrt Trent Jones 

RTJ/td 

·---~ - /f c,,... 
. I 

( 
. ~-J 

( ) ._ __ 
.J J; ./ --· }· 

~'---:---~~~~~~-----------------~~-c_· _-___ ~ _/? ____ ~ 
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January 29, 1942 

Dear Lowell : 

You were very kind to tell me about your tow 

line on Quaker Hill and I appreciate more than I can tell 

you your kind invitation . Mrs . Hall and I have made no 

plans for our skiing vacation this winter although I hope 

to be able to get away before spring comes . In the meantime , 

if we are able to avail ourselves of your kindness we shall 

certainly do so . 

With kindest personal regards , I am 

Lowell Thomas , Esq., 
Rockefeller Center , 
New York , N. Y. 

~79~ 



WOMEl'Cl'S COMMITTEE 

CHAIRMAN 

MRS. HERMAN KIAER 
t70 EAST 71aT STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

MRS. J . N. COOKE, JR. 
HUDSON, OHIO 

MRS, DON FRASER 
104!5 SHERMAN. DENVER, COL. 

MRS. GEORGE GOLDSWORTHY 
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK 

CALIFORNIA 

MISS CLARITA HEATH 
1706 OAK STREET, S . PASADENA, CAL. 

MRS. ALFRED 0 . LINDLEY 
1010 SECURITY BLDG. 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN . 

MRS. JOHN McBRIDE, JR. 
MARYONAC APTS. 318 
TACOMA, WASH . 

MISS MARGARET PHILLIPS 
7 MT. HOPE TERRACE 

WORCESTER , MASS. 

MRS. EDWARD WIGGLESWORTH 
BEVERLY FARMS, MASS. 

MISS ELIZABETH WOOLSEY 
242 PROSPECT STRli.ET 

NEW HAVEN, CONN . 

G 

NATIONAL SKI ASSOCIATION 

OF AMERICA 

ROGER LANGLEY 
PRESIDENT 

BARRE, MASSACHUSETTS ) (I 

,?r1dv 

Jh~ 
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Frederick T. Kelsey, President 
Samuel H. Packer, Vicc-Prc.idcnt 
George M. Holley, Vice-President 
C. T, Newberry, Vice-President 
Lorne C. Webster, Vice-President 
Harry Wade Hicks, Secretary 
Harold T . Edgar, Treasurer 

LAKE PLACID CLUB 
Founded 1895 bv Melvil Dewey 

In the Adirondacks Open all Year 

Post Office Address: 
Lake Placid Club, 
Essex County, N. Y. 

Office of Secretary 

February 11, 1942 

Dear Mr. Holt: 

The chaplain who introduced Sunny 
Thomas on the occasion of his lecture at the 
Club was Mr. MacKnight Crawfurd Cowper, whose 
address is Union Theological Seminary, Broad-
way at 120th Street, New York City. 

Mr. c. w. Holt 
Care Lake Placid Club 
299 Park Avenue 
New York City 

HVffi: t 

c; 
v 

Sincerely yours, 

~. 

-



16mm Films Crystal 1683 

.1111111. 
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~,-;; t l«""-..-4,/J 
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Cine' film~ 

Jfo·l''i>''7°' 

{~f".i'"":"···'l'lll'I' 

er-" eJ 
• 1111111. 

PROFESSIONAL FILM SERVICE 
Commercial or Residence 

7 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE 

Mr. Lowell Thomas 
Radio City 
New York, N .Y. 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

WAKEFIELD, MASS 

February 23, 1942 

On February 8th at Pico Peak I had the pleasure of 

shooting several pictures· in Kodachrome of yourself 

skiing down 'B' slope. In spite of the dull day 

they came out fairly well. However, I would like 

to get some really good ones on a perfect day. If you 

could post me as to where you will be skiing, I feel 

sure we could take some worthwhile shots. 

I intend to use those pictures taken on the 8th in my 

film "Singing Skis" which will be shown at the L0 ng 

Trail Lodge on February 28th. If you are in that 

vicinity I would be pleased to have you see the film. 

·' ~· 

~( 
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:IcE~~11•NEs - ICE ~s 
CimMICAL -:MILK_-ICE CHEAMAPP.ARA.TUs 

On... ENGINES - POWEREQUJP.MENT 

MR. LO\, ELL THOMAS, 
50 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York City . 

ONE EAST 42No STREET 

N~YOHK 
~arch 2, 1942. 

CABLE AOORESS: 
KEHOE INC 

PHONE VANDERBILT 6·3616 

AGREEMENTS ARC CONTINGENT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS AND OTHER CAUSES BEYOND CONTROL. ALL MATERIAL OFFERED SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE ANO PAICES ARE SUBJtCT TO CHANG£ WITHOUT NOTICE 

ANY TAX IMPOSED BY LAW SHALL BE IN A001TION TO THE SALES PRICES THCREOF" 

Dear Lowell:-

Of course you have seen how "Life" shows up a man and makes him 
look just what he thought he ~as not. There were several ttouts" 
which would have prevented the accident, but as each oPe developed, 
some force kept m~ heaQing for it - and I broke my outside leg bone 
just above the ankle - was practically standing still - had purposely 
stopped - turning sharp~on the Big Ben Trail - broke through a 
double crust and fell in a hcle - my own weight did t~e trick 
because my ski was immovable. 

I am not surprised Marcy was disturbed and dismayed . Where's this 
guy who ran up and do~n the old mountain under all kinds of conditions 
~ithout a single mishap and then go e s out like any old lady on a 
golf course and folds up - that's exactly it. After following 
Toni around for days with every opportunity to hit trees or pile 
up, it happened just as simply as I tell you. Do you wonder I am 
humbled? 

However, it has been a grand experience - particularly the six days 
in Doctor Shedd's little hospital . I really got a big kick out of 
it. He is the "real stuff" and works like a Trojan. You s~ould 
have seen my picture show in the mein corridor one evening. They 
wheeled out all the beds and stretchere for every patient who 
wanted to come. 

Ha ve never rested in 40 years and this e nforced l e t down h a s been 
a blessing. After swelling subsided, Doctor Shedd fixed me up with 
a cast and iron and sent me forth. He called me old "John Silver". 
I drove back to New York and am now sticking to business - no more 
skiing this year - but damn thankful it isn ' t worse. 

Thanks Lowell for your splendid letter and what it conveys. It is 
strang e Miss G. was tryin g to get your office before it came to inqui r e 
about "Sonny". Someone told me he had a fall an ~ was hurt , but since 
you do not mention it, I assume · as 

Si!2§ne , 
MAIN STORAG E YARD: 73 T 3 6 E T STREET 1 N. Y . CITY. 

UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED, TERMS ARE ·ONE-HALF CASH WITH THE OROER1 8ALANCE AGAINST s\ RAF HIPP! G OC NTS ATlACHEO. DELIVERIES ARE CONTINGE"IT UPON STRIKES, ACCIDENTS ANO OTHER DELAYS 
BEYOND CONTROL. NO ORDER IS SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION, EXCEPT WITH OUR CONSENT. quoTATIONS ARE FOR PROMPT ACC TAN AN UBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. ALL MATERIAL OFTERED SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE. 
NO BOXING IS INCLUDED UNLESS SPECIFIED . QUOTATIONS ARE MADE F°OR EQUIPMENT AS IS, AND THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES OR WARRANTIES ·EITHER EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED OTHER THAN THOSE HEREINBHORE SPECIF'ICAUY 
MENTIONED. DIMENSIONS AND SPECIFICATIONS Of E9UIPHENT ARE ASCERTAINEDTOTHE BEST Of OUR ABILITY, BlfT WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EXACT DETAILS. 
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PROPER PROTECTION IN SOUND COMPANIES 

A. D. DAVIS & SON 
INSURANCE COUNSELORS AND AGENTS 

NORTH CONWAY. N. H. 

~ 
Telephone 80 

April 8, 
1 9 4 2 

Mr. Lowell Thomas 
Rockefeller Center 
New York 

Dear Lowell: 

Snow conditions in the Ravine 
are reported to be the best in several years, 
plenty of snow. 'l'his condition should hold 
through the rest of the month and still be 
very good the last week in April. Of course 
the condition of the Sherburne Trail will be 
somewhat dependent on the weather conditions 
between now and then. 

If you do come up the last week 
in April I am sure that many of the boys will 
be interested in seeing your movies. 

Cordially yours, 

< ~- / 
t/ ~-- Cl I'-- / 

RO~VIS 

RND: s 

• 

OUR SERVICE EMBRACES EVERY KNOWN KIND OF INSURANCE 

1922 



TELEPHONE. MAIN 4 -9331 TELEPHONE. MAIN 4·8622 (STEWARD) 

• ...... ":Ci" 

' THE NORWEGIAN CLUB, INC. 
117 COLUMBIA HEIGHTS 

BROOKLYN . N . Y. 

I 



April 21. 1942 

Dear Sepp: 
After a lot of palaver, this is the way 

it works out:- The Pullman to Conoorl will do ~s 
no good because the drive by auto fro '' there is 
top long . Also if .we take the lontrealer as far 
a~ lhite River Junction and get .in there at ):JO a ••• , 
arid drive on to Mt. W.as hington, we •11 have such a 
short night on the.t~ain that !• are likely to ~e worn 
out and 1n no oond1t1on for ol1•bing to the Ravine. 
But, if we sta1 on the lontr ~aler and go on t .hrough 

; t~ Uontpelier Junction that will give us' a longer 
· ni.iht, another two and a half hours to sleep. And, 

it s a little nearer to l .t. Washington froa Mont-
pelier Junction than it is from lhite River .. 

There orobablJ will be at least five or 
six . ~f ust arrivi~i at Montpelier Junction Saturday 
aorn1ng a ~:18. f you ana Erlingl or anyo~e else 
who coses with you could meet us a . Montpel1er 
Junction, wh a t would it co~t if you lined up a 
Montpelier taxi or a Stowe taxi to drive us over? 
There wouldn't be rooa in your car, so we would have 
to have a taxi of some sort. one with tires that 
wl11 not let us down. But. the taxi could iaaediate-
ly .return to Veraont. because we' 11 be making the trip 
back to . Rew York by wa1 of lorth Conway and Boston. 
The train oo~nections ror the return trip are not 
too bad. The awkward problem ia getting from lew York 

. to the Mountain.. . -

wire 
trip 
·then 
know 

. ' . 
Upon rece~ t ~ this letter, if you can 

se w!tat a taxi·<:· w1i1 st. just for the one ... wa1f1 

from Montpelier Juncti on to Pinkham Notch, by 
we aai be able to send you a wire and let you 
exact y how many will be in the party. 

Cordially, 



·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~$~~~~-

DAY 
LETTER 

SERIAL 

NtGtt_~; r-1 NIG'l_krn 
SPE~~VICE 1~r~~OGRAM 
PntroD.S should Check class of service 
desired; otherwise the message will be 

transmitted aa a telegram or --

WESTERN 
UNION 

J.C. WILLEVER 

1206-B 

ordinary cablegram. 
R. B.WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE~PRESIOENT 

Send the following menage, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

UR. HUBERT STEVEIS 
LAIE PLlCID Rew York 

April 22, 1942 

Cl-jECK 

.CCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

· INSTEAD OF BARRE, PLEASE KEET LOWELL THOYAS MORTPELIER 
JUNCTIOI at six-~ighteea-Saturday aornin1. 
PHONE TONIGHT, OUT OF TOii. 

UNABLE a 

Mary Dayis, Secretary 



CI.Ass OF SERVICE 

This is a foll-Tate 
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless its de· 

. ferred charactet is in· 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION r031 · 

A. N . WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SOARD 

.J. <!: . WILLEVER 
FIRST VICE~PRESIDENT 

DL•Day Lettet 

NT•OvemlshtTelecram 

LC •Deferred Cable 

NLT•Cable Ntcht Letter 

Ship Radiogram 
The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams ~d day.letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time qf receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

NP43 13=LAKEPLACID NY 22 1025A I 
LOWELL THOMAS~ 

ROCKEFELLER . CENTER~ 

. J WILL MEET YOU AT BARRE FIVE SEVENTEEN 
PHONE ME TONIGHT~ 

.uuR..,EIJ\-1 , ,t I --"' a ~ 

?2 ~M ~ ; 10 

'ATURDAY MORN fNG~ 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS P4TRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVlCE 



April 23, 1942 

Dear . Sepp: 
lany thanks for your wire. That's fine! 

Hubert Stevens out of a blue sky wiTed that he 
intended to drive from Placid to •t.· rashington by 
way of Montpelier Junction. 

Phehhps Hubert Stevens and Rolf Monsen 
oould··'e ~ ther spend the night at Stroa' s or at the 'l'o.11 
House with you .. so we can all start off to,ether. · 
I bopj I'm not imposing on anybody .• , .. To be in •ith, 
I don t know that Erling can get a•ay at a ~ l. Be aay 
have ; other plans. · · . 

. ~ .. :::...:<:·_ 
It looks as though t h~;e - only be three 

of us -in all. Erling's friend._ tfr~ ""' Si-.i Winsnes, and 
possibly Lorenz Logan. ( 

· At any 
aore than one car, 
Saturday morning. 

! 

rate, you and Otto •ill not ne'd 
and we will see you bright and early 

Cordially, 

\ 
\ 

Lowell Thomas 
Rockefeller Center 

New York City 



Cl.Ass OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless Its de· 
ferred character is in-
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION I 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SOARD 

~201 r" SYMBOLS 

DL=DayLetter 

NT .Jbvcmight Telesram 

LC=Defetred Cable 

NLT=Cable N'8he'Letter 

Ship Raclqram 

~ PDA419 42 NT:GORHAfv1 NHAMP 23 ~MEatpointoforigill. "l'imeofreceiftisl:$'1'ANDAH.DT1M.J!latpointotllestinatlon 

LOWELL THOMAS~ 
23 .PM ll 23 

,--- - . 
,;ROCKEFELLER CENTER NYK:, 

SUGGEST STATE OF MAINE TO PORTLAND lt~STEAD JOF CONCORD STOP BOB 
DAVIS CAN ARRANGE TWO BEACH WAGONS MEET YOY IF CONFIRMED TO 

I 

HIM BY WIRE STOP RAVINE SKllN~ EXCELLENT SJOP ARRANGE . 

PROJECTOR AND SCREEN FOR MOVIE HERE OKAY fiOR 400 FOOT REEL J 
. •JOE DODGE. \ c I 

v-c:. -~ \_ ~ 
~ '---"" --- I (./" 

TBlll COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICll 



Charge lo the accQUnf of $ ______ _ 
I CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED ,.) CHECK " DOMESTIC raRLE 

TELEGRAM OROIAARY 
DAY URGENT 

LETIER RAT£ ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 
SERIAL DEFERRED 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETIER LETTER 
SPECIAL SHIP 

SERVICE RADIOGRAM 
Patrone ahou.ld ebec:k dUI ol aerviee TIME Fll,£0 .. 
dtlired; otherwise tbt m...age will be 

transmitted as a tetegramor 
ordinary eablesram. .--- ..................... ,,. .._ .......... ~···~· ........ - ···- ...................... . .... ~. ~ ·-- , . ,,. .... _, .... _ .... 

Send the following mimage, 11Ub)ect lo the terms on bac/c hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

April 24, 1942 

Kr. Joe Dodge 
Appalachian Lodge ( ro • · 2 D H _,.... D) 
Gorhaa, lew Ramps hire \I V'-'-f!-~~ Jv ~ . 
WE ARE COMING VIA MOITPELIER JUNCTIOH wher• OTHER SKIE~S ARE PICIIIG US UP. llill ARRIVIIG PIBIHAK NOTCR AROUND HINE 0 1 CLOCl, SEVER OR El'GIT II PARTY. . ' 

Lo•ell Thoaa'.a ~ 

CHARGE LOWELL THOMAS 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-$~~~~-

TELEGRAM 

OAY 
lffiER 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
lmER LffiER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

WESTERN 
UNION 

NEWCOMB CARLTON J• C. WILL!tVER 

1206-B 

Patront &hwld cbeclf. clul of ..-rioe 
delirtd ; othenrite tbe ,._ge will be 

transmitted as a t.eteparn or 
ordioa.ry eablegram. 

R. B.WHITE 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE·PRESIOIENT 

Send the /ollowing mesaage, :tUb)ect lo the terms en bac/t hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

Hannes Schneider and 
Beno Rybiska 
Eastern Slopes Inn 
Borth Conway, I.Hampshire 

April 24, 1942 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME ALEO 

A GROUP OF US WILL BE TA~ING MOTION PICTURES TOIOR1 1 
II TUC(ERYAl'S RAVIIE. IE HOPE TO REACH PIHIHAM N H 
AROUND NINE-FIFTEEN A.M. COIIIG UP Oi THE MONTREI I 
AID DRIVING EITHER FROM WHITE RIVER JUNCTION OR IOITP Liii 
JUNCTIOI. SEPPt ROLF MONSEN, ERLI NG AND OTHERS ll!Y J ,. 
THE CARAVAN. I BOTH OF YOU AID TONI, HERBEBT, HERMA 1 · 
SHIRLEY AND THE ~EST ARE IOT TOO BUSY IT WOULD BE 
MARVELOUS IF YOU CO ULD MEET US AT JOE DODGES. BEST BEG ~~ 

LOWELL THOMAS \ 
\ 
.\ 

' ' ,' 



lOWEll THOMAS 

Mary -

There is a young physician in 

New York named Marshal Hoag. He was 
more or less raised on Quaker Hill -
at least spent a great deal of his 
childhood up there. He is also a 
member of the Q.H. Country Club. 
When Mr. T. is inviting people to 
ski at Pawling, he mi gh t want to MN 
include him, although I'm not sure 
whether he skis or not. However, 
he might be willing to try. All 
this explanation - you're probably 
not interested in - but I thought 
it would make the whole thing clear. 
As a matter of fact, he might be a 
good prospect for L.T. sooner or 
later. 

e 



/ 
{ I 

I 
/ 

STOWE - Jan. 25 and 26 and Vv eek 6I= Ja:n • 2'f at =tfB::;:e:omv ay 

'- T:e Lui_ Garr'etts - , ,.,_CJ , ~ ~ r 

~ ~ ~ver:J! Robi~~ '.) S ~ 
~ d' Bill Schwartz ~ .-,_fe) b/1 y. - ~300 
.... 11'.,{2 ..>. The Eagans q ..._'.\c~- -J """i,....Q v() \ -v '-~)ct.N\. C\c '). )2.e~ 

~ ())\-~" Tom La~ont 

.. v51-.. 6-Chris Young 

t.. ~Jane Watson 

~v--e::c:Joe Moran 
L.-' rtlffe) ~ ~ DA -v .. .-, O'b-O 

Jac~mbers 

'- y,\ ~J The Robert Trent Jones 

Richard Borden 

...... v." 1~ .Ia..c;k I,?.;g_pi-n '"'"{-Wi. 2"":5]_34) 

J 

-... {:{~ Munro Leaf - ~ cJ r.~5 Crr· 
.. ~The Shanes 
""" rv:f1 ... Paul Webb» f\J.;:P 

Alexander Grant 
'-Jules Andre 

Col. Stoopnagle 

Robert Gwinn (no, he said no skiing until Feb.) 

Stuart Chase 

Kitty Barton 

Lanny Ross 

Wm. Van Dusen s 



/ 1 THE CHRISTOPHER YOUNGS 

I' THE VAi DUSEIS ) 1; 

HERMANN OSTERUIR Pinball lotch, Gorham, R.H. 

Lake Placid Club -- An.y ot its officials? 

/bf'~ <:Ji 

<11 7 
I 



ADD TO SKI LIST 

~E DBWI'iP'.f! WALLACBS 

V I• _:oRD-BOND l ~tf'~4:'1 '-l ( (,, ) ~ ~' 4~ 
/, HUGH JAMES 

e!i As 1L PKil'ERBR if EH d !'± , raay sneznetcri1•re $1st St . ii.Ge nt-£ n11 ~ ) ~· " . ... 0 l - J 

/, 

( 



Rouaa. EULL sk1 ktat ~ 
T 

/, 
~ xC J3 . %Jh»GJ'h ( 'jro ~~ M · :..· •"·~~ 
JUIJ<S ANDRE ~ Li~ 

...... /, Bal 1'llrt~n 

M..WtHllH rii8HM 

I • IAC BARCLAY 

I• KITTY BARTON 

~nan Ma&n-

eoNME- !El\!S'CHlbtt 

~I . STUART CHASE 

'Wi Wtrt=ff ~HRS 

/, DALE CARNEGIE 

- ~ DR. CHAS. CARROLL LUND, Boston - ----
THE ARTHUR CUSmtA.NS 

TR i6Hft'"'-etrn-Pll:N& 

!HS FRED CLARKS 

HMf B"-6fdc8'U16 

~TOM CABOTS 

'¥BE FfH9f) etdlmf& 

HALLI E: CARTER+~ 'F~ 
fletfJS 8f!B!Aa 

~GK f)t]i&ER 

MBTT t •uoaiu 
MATTHEW DANH $" 



IJ:jzabtt~ 

GEORGE DENNY (Town Sall) -TRI: TOM: l>EWEYS 
I ~ THE EDDIE EAGAIS 

JOHN EMISON 
FRANK ELKINS 
HENRY ECKHARDT (l.en;yon 41: Bckbardt,Inc. -- he had made all 

arraugements !.or your b.c. !rota Chateau. ·.Front., 
which we had to cancel because of flu} 

/ 1 CHJIS~SJ:)f;EER Am;tnst1tu~ 
SEPP FROELIClt 
IAS r JlWllilllIOtl 

f j I h 
/, 
-~GWINN ·~ 

• A.G. GRANT, Jr. 
~~\ --j-L~, \ 

(Sun Valley Representative, Union Pacific)/ >'lc'j O~ 
!:::: . . 

HARVEY GIBSON 

'mi -SW/m'J! HCIJIS 01 :RYE Ef:r:teftEi.s et i&~ 
A. RUSSELL HEATON (Poughkeepsie) 

-~........._ ..... ;tl!I 

THE . OBERT TRENT JONES 

/ ' ~HE aOB JOHN SONS 

tj~~ l!:lillOE ~ 0 (, - 1 j, I~ 
V' fiR. K:F.If.¥Qft!B¥, -Re.A.~. 

TERRY KEEP 

I DAVID LANGMUIR 
BE8'I.1ER LARNER 



f .3* 

f. 
-~OGAB 

/1 . 
/, 

THE STUART LtJDLUY:S 
SM!tY L¥ittdft 

THE HALPH LAl~RS 
JORI LOGA?f AND DAUGHTERS , 

THO;? LAMONT, ~ 
"' RteHOtkO MQHANi Q~e~ 

ALICE KORRIS 

IUgGA~ MAl>li~L .. gAte1 et Cltffo:rd ·~ 

THE DONALD llACMlLLANS 
l / 1 _ JOE :MOR.Ml 

~~.~ 

iBE WM. va H~& 
~ 
k!_:e- t t-lA 0 f-\- t c:... e r 
F. R. PEVERLY Qebec 

RENE PERRAULT Montreal 
ROLAND PEABODY 
SJ!SD:ALB tr; ~ fella~ 

Ir W1ll1amfPatt~ and wife / C /2c -· ,..... 

/, 

THE SAW PRYORS 

p:ga fJtSMi&;et 

Mtf'fHMr ItOCiSii"'~ 

BBW • RSBBPi."'81 .... l:tla tto~JlEn 

ittliPH M!MHSf:Jfi "1Ut1' ~ 

Lli.NNY ROSS 

NELSON ReGifEFl~!dd!Ui\· 

J. BEVERLY ROBINSON 

~ 

/-

)~ 



*4* 

/, ,-~5~ 
DICK STIEGLER 

. /, 
/, 

BILL SCHW.RRTZ 
~ r f JOHN _,,STILL!lAH -- l ~ la:..i-0 S'c... 

GA li. SHAW Stowe 

THE ERLING STROMS 
YIRGINIA SINCL.IR 

/; THE STOOPN .OLES 

ilHf: !f;)t!;H --SPSftttr& 

IRS. TOBEY 

S NFORD TRGAT AND SON 

LUCIA TUt HER cf- ~~ ~ 
THE GENE 'lUNNEYS 

/, JACK TAPPIN Brooks Bros. 

I, PAUL 1.:VEEB 

!HE CM!S WHITNEiS 2'?dfopQ. Villa~~ 
/, J ANE WATSON 

L~E'!t'! -¥tl~ /, rws BRAD W.ASHBU S 

/, PAT WEAVER ('":), w~ , ~"'' ) CL 

P -C <{ -:;e, 7 ~-J 
f>~& -f ?Y Y 



...... 

Hello Chief.-

Montreal. 
Oct 31st 

Nice heating your voice again after an absence of about 

three months, Have been handling traffic and staff for thesummer with 

an evening trick as the pe11al ty. Bowever, will be fl'lta:nd. 1-l'H'i 'by from now 

on I .gues:! with t11e exception of a couple of weeks in November. 

Jus"t got tbru laughing w L th you and Hugh at your "d.og in 

the 'tv.:o by two kennel r ::>t ory" when in burst MarU yn v. i th her Halloween 

booty which she promptly dumped on the living room carpet ~nd I .i<nr:iw 

you'd agree that should the $ Dental Association" look in they would 

laugh with glee as i:;her-e 's more toothache make:r-P in. t'hat mound of nut~ 

and candy tnan I've seen for some tLr.e . There's a royal battle going on 

right now between she and her dog for poss6ssion of tne juiciest tidbits 

wnicr~ keeps the doggy story ta the f Cl. e. U.:aril~rn is my ten year oli 

daughter and her pooch is a five month old smooth fox terrier so there 

you have a combination which rather makes my wife 1 5 flare for r1good 

housekeepine" look bad at times). No ! I'm no help as I get quite a kick 
way 

out of it, takes me back a. few years. By the /please excuse the run 

togetl1er at times for between the little Miss and her deg about the only 

pl ace I haven't found the ~k:eys of this mill is un.der the roll. 

Our war affort is vast but according to the papers the US 

aren't getting any propaganda. Looks as if our bunch in Ottawa are modeat, 

Oh yeah! You have the connections Chief, why not make yourself a hun.~ of 

dough by sp1·eading the gospe 1 for them. Have had that in mind for the 

past year so you see you haveut beennforgotten in this corner but I 

guess this idea has been explored, or if not, could it ce done either 

from N-X- or Canada as you have such a doggoned good followi~g . 



;'.: . . ·-
Of course I don't mean the old hooey but the pJ~tn fact~ about what we 

are actually doing etc wouldn't hurt your rep and woul1 ao ul9 a lot of 

good because sometimes these 1tdough on the barrelhe~d" cutbursts from 

even Mistah Wheeler give people wrong ideas don't you think. 

would like to have gone u:p to Tom Wheeler's place i!'l September 

as that is the time theyput the fingerlings in the lakes by plane. He 

mentio'1ed it when I was up with you last winter but damn it all my 

vacation was put back a month so all I got in October waE a couple of 

games of golf and a cold. 

Good thing I only write you once or twice a y~~r as I only wanted 

to let you know about listening t·oyour dog story instead i 1"\e w ~ rn out 

my welcome long ago but will let i€ iide and in future cut dowm to 25 
words or so. 

Bye for now. Best regards to .M~s Thomas a.11d ycurself. 

9220 Bloomfield Av. 
~~ttray (CPR) 

consgiracies with you are my meat, ju.st ei ve " ho tier. Be see i11g 

you I hope. 



t 

. . .. 



THE AMATEUR STAms OF SKIING 
by Dr. H. C. Bradley 

Dr. Harold C. Bradley is a Professor, head of 
the Department of Physiological Chemistry of 
the Medical School, University of Wisconsin. 
H~ was born in Oakland, California in 1878, 
and graduated from the University of Califor-
nia in 1goo. He undertook graduate studies at 
Yale University where he received his Ph.D. 
degree. During the first World War he was a 
Major in Chemical Warfare Service. He mar-
ried Josephine Crane in 1go8 and they have 
had eight children of whom seven survive, all 
boys. He early became a ski enthusiast and 
introduced his boys to the sport as early as 
possible. Dr. Bradley is present Central Editor 
of the American Ski Annual. 

ELIGIBILITY for competition in 
skiing rests primarily on the 

amateur status, as it does in other 
sports. It may be that this is the 
most expedient screen by which 
the undesirables can be kept out 
of organized competition. It may 
be that by detailing the specific 
acts which constitute "profession-
alism" we can exclude those influ-
ences and those skiers who would 
injure the sport, more effectively 
than in any other way. I confess I 
sometimes doubt it. I feel also that 
our present rules exclude excellent 
men for no really good reason. An 
open discussion of the problem 
may at least lead us all to a clearer 
understanding of what we wish to 
achieve by eligibility rules, and a 
respect therefore for the objectives 
sought which will be strong 
enough and clear enough to elimi-
nate any tendency or desire to 
evade them. In the last analysis it 
is the sincere convictions of the 
skiers which will determine the 
character of the sport, and will de-

termine also those who are eligible 
or not for competition. It is this 
same weight of public opinion 
within the sport which will deter-
mine the decisions of the Rules 
Committee in individual cases. We 
cannot elevate the character of a 
sport by rules alone, imposed from 
above. To be effective, the rules 
must be based on the solid founda-
tion of conviction and ideals of the 
skiers themselves. Our experiment 
with prohibition is an illustration 
of the correctness of this statement. 

In the following paragraphs I 
hope to stimulate thought on the 
whole problem of eligibility, as 
though we were approaching it for 
the first time. If it leads us to the 
conviction that our present rules 
do actually achieve the ends de-
sired, and are wholly satisfactory, 
that will be a worth while conclu-
sion in itself. If it leads to modifi-
cations small or great which will in 
the end benefit the sport, that too 
will be worth while. Whatever the 
outcome, I believe it is good reli-



gion to test the tenets of one's faith 
now and then, if only to reaffirm 
them. 

No competitive sport in Amer-
ica is characterized by such a high 
level of sportsmanship as is to be 
found in skiing. One reason is the 
tradition built up by the skiers 
themselves in competition. But a 
more fundamental one is to be 
found in the nature of the sport 
itself. There are none of the ele-
ments of battle or personal combat 
in it. There is no possibility of in-
terference between one competitor 
and another. Competition consists 
of a series of solo exhibitions which 
are graded as to distance, form and 
time by expert judges. And because 
this is the case, there is neither 
temptation nor opportunity for 
foul tactics; for bickerings between 
contestants or between contestants 
and judges; for interference by 
partisans in the audience, - fea-
tures which so often mar competi-
tion in hockey, boxing, football 
and occasionally even tennis. In 
only one event, - the cross coun-
try run - does there exist the pos-
sibility of interference. And be it 
said to the credit of the skiers, so 
thorough has been the indoctrina-
tion of the runners that, so far as 
I know, there has never been a com-
plaint registered that a runner has 
refused to yield the track to an 
overtaking competitor. I believe 
ski competition is unique among 
all sports in being completely and 
invariably clean. 

This introductory statement 
should be kept in mind, as we 
proceed to examine our present 
rules defining eligibility. Since ski-
ing is essentially different from 
boxing or hockey, it is possible that 
its definitions of eligibility may 
also be different, to the advantage 
of the sport. It is with this in mind 
that I propose to examine our cri-
teria of eligibility and ineligibility. 

And in order that we may start 
from some common point I shall 
make a few general statements that 
I think we can all agree to, as 
though they were axiomatic. 

First. I assume that the main ob-
jective of competition-aside from 
the color and excitement of it - is 
to determine the relative rank of 
skiers. Local stars compete for divi-
sional honors. Divisional winners 
determine through competition 
the national champions. Now and 
then the top ranking skiers in the 
nation compete with similarly se-
lected representatives of other na-
tions to determine who stands su-
preme in the world. Competition 
constructs a pyramid, at the pinna-
cle of which should emerge the best 
there is at that moment. 

Second. To have the figure at the 
top of the pyramid actually the 
best there is, we must make the 
base as broad as is consistent with 
soundness, dignity, and the high 
ideals of sportsmanship which 
characterize skiing. 

Third. To insure the broadest 
possible base from which to build 
the competitive pyramid, only 
those should be excluded who 
clearly will weaken the solidity of 
the competing group, lessen its dig-
nity or lower its ideals. ' 

In brief, anyone should be eli-
gible to compete who does not dim 
the lustre of the sport of skiing. I 
believe this statement is sound, and 
I am sure our present rules are in-
tended to accomplish exactly that 
objective. 

Fourth. Rules for competition 
should be such that the competi-
tion is kept fair between competi-
tors; that the sport continues to at-
tract to itself new participants 
from the younger group; that the 
grounds for disqualification be 
clear, understood and sincerely ap-
proved by the great majority of the 

competitors themselves and by the 
public in general. 

As to the first objective of the 
ru}es, our present system of classifi-
cation has evolved just for the pur-
pose of providing competition in 
groups of approximately the same 
age or ability. If the necessity arises 
the classification can be altered to 
meet it. The plan is an excellent 
one because it maintains interest, 
stimulates the will to improve and 
does attract potential competitors 
into the base of the pyramid. On 
the other hand I believe our eli-
gibility rules fall somewhat short 
of accomplishing their objective. 

In making eligibility contingent 
on the amateur status, the organ-
ized ski sport has simply taken over 
a formula which has long applied 
in the combat sports. The distinc-
tion between amateur and profes-
sional standing in these sports is a 
sound one because based on fun-
damental differences between the 
two. But in skiing, there is no dif-
ference between the amateurs and 
most of the professionals. Their 
ideals and procedures are identi-
cal. A relatively small group of pro-
fessionals, who should be excluded 
are kept out by the rule, and with 
them a much larger number who 
would only strengthen our compet-
ing group without in any way low-
ering its standards or changing its 
character. And because the rule 
narrows our eligibility list on an 
artificial basis, without counter-
balancing advantage, we have 
come to follow the letter of the rule 
scrupulously, while actually get-
ting around its intent. I suspect we 
lose some of the finer points in 
sportsmanship by resorting to sub-
terfuge within the rules. I doubt 
whether any considerable number 
of our active skiers have strong con-
victions about the ethics of ama-
teurism versus professionalism in 
skiing, because I doubt if there is 

any ethical basis for the distinc-
tion. All skiers know that there are 
certain rules which have been set 
up for competition. The skiers 
abide by them because they have 
to if they wish to compete. But 
there is no burning conviction that 
the man who loses his amateur 
status has done anything more seri-
ous than to break an artificial rule. 
His fellow skiers are sorry for him. 
They are glad to accept him back 
when he gets reinstated. On the 
other hand, by this rule we do keep 
out from competition quite a large 
and a growing group of excellent 
skiers and fine sportsmen. These 
men I know are hurt by it. They 
resent the implication that they 
have done something to dim the 
lustre of the sport they love. Too 
proud to openly fight the ruling, 
they are nevertheless deeply hurt 
by what to them is a punishment 
for the crime of having to earn 
their living. There can be no doubt 
but disqualification is a bitter pun-
ishment to any young man who has 
grown up in competition, and 
now finds himself an outcast - no 
longer admitted among the group 
that are his friends. He accepts his 
medicine like a good sport of 
course, but don't assume he isn't 
deeply hurt. In many instances I 
am satisfied the punishment serves 
no good end. 

I said that the amateur-profes-
sional rules were taken over bodily 
into skiing from other sports where 
they do serve good purpose. Take 
for example the situation in box-
ing. The colleges today are cau-
tiously experimenting with inter-
collegiate boxing as part of their 
sports program. College authori-
ties know that the experiment can 
only succeed if it retains the high-
est ideals of sportsmanship among 
both the contestants and the audi-
ence. This involves acceptance of 
the concepts of chivalrous behavior 



always, the refusal to take advan-
tage of certain situations, the com-
plete control of emotions and reac-
tions even under the stress of ex-
citement and in the heat of com-
bat. Amateur boxing acceptable to 
college authorities has nothing 
in common with the professional 
game except that both involve per-
sonal combat, in a ring, with 
gloves. The two cannot be mixed 
without bringing the amateur 
sport down to the level of the pro-
fessional. They must therefore be 
kept apart. They are for practical 
purposes two different sports. The 
intercollegiate amateur is boxing 
for the glory of it and the fun. His 
rewards are public esteem and 
token prizes of absolutely no in-
trinsic value. The professional 
fights for his living, and the kind 
of living will depend on his success 
in winning fights. His wage is con-
siderable if he wins. It may indeed 
be colossal now and then. But even 
if he loses, he receives enough 
money to provide his living. He 
works constantly at his profession. 
He learns every foul trick in the 
book by which to injure his oppo-
nent and not get caught. His phi-
losophy is to win at all costs short 
of being declared loser on foul tac-
tics. And the referee is usually 
fairly blind to infractions of the 
rules and he has to be. The audi-
ence pays to see blood, injuries, evi-
dence of combat at its toughest and 
he knows it. The audience partici-
pates vocally in the battle. "Kill 
him! Kill him!" is a common ring-
side slogan. Seldom is the spirit of 
real sportsmanship seen in the pro-
fessional ring, and indeed it would 
prove a handicap to the fighter. 
There is little demand for it from 
the great majority on the benches, 
who pay the bill and support the 
professionals and their promoters. 

Something of the same spirit per-
vades the professional games of 

hockey, football and baseball in 
varying degrees, and sets them 
apart from the amateur games. 
Professional and amateur status 
have real significance in these 
sports. But in turning to skiing we 
must again recall its unique char-
acter - a sport where the element 
of combat does not exist - where 
there is no possibility and no temp-
tation for one contestant to injure 
another. A skier may discard all 
counsels of safety for himself if he 
chooses. At most he is gambling his 
own life or limbs. He is never try-
ing to injure or interfere with his 
competitor. 

I have said that our present rules 
are there to insure fair competi-
tion, maintain the highest tradi-
tions of sportsmanship and to pro-
tect the sport from influences 
which would cheapen it in the eyes 
of competitors or of the public at 
large. I have also indicated that I 
believe they have not been en-
tirely successful, and have at the 
same time excluded many fine men 
and skiers for no good reason. I 
shall offer some of the evidence 
which makes me come to these con-
clusions, and leads me to suggest 
that we might modify, or even drop 
the amateur-professional status in 
determining eligibility, and ex-
periment with rules more clearly 
directed to the ethical principles, 
which we call sportsmanship, and 
which we all wish to maintain. 

The present rule defines an ama-
teur in these terms: -

"An amateur skier is one who en-
gages in sport solely for the pleas-
ure and physical and mental bene-
fits he derives therefrom and to 
whom skiing is nothing more than 
an avocation." Anyone who does 
not fit this mold is a professional. 

This rules out men who make a 
living, or derive any financial gain, 
from any aspect of the sport. It 
rules out the ski instructors, the 

manufacturers of ski equipment o( 
all kinds, and those who provide 
skiers with necessary or desired 
services. It excludes the man who 
gives an exhibition performance 
for a fee. It debars the man who 
capitalizes his skiing success by 
making a public endorsement of 
some product for pay if his skiing 
titles are mentioned. It is probable 
that a strict interpretation of the 
rule would disqualify all our 
young men who were selected to 
serve in the Mountain Infantry on 
the basis of their skiing ability -
though it is certain that no such 
interpretation will be sought or 
given. 

It is clear that these various cate-
gories of "professionalism" are 
very different. Some of the ways of 
earning money mentioned appear 
to me to be wholly ethical and hon-
orable. Some are nqt. I see no good 
reason for excluding a ski instruc-
tor. On the other hand, I would 
exclude any man who is paid for 
publicly endorsing anything - be-
cause on the face of it such a trans-
action involves a fraud, or the 
probability of a fraud. The rule 
throws out everyone who secures 
anything more than personal pleas-
ure from the sport - good and bad 
alike. And this is the reason for my 
objections to it. 

The justification for excluding 
"professionals" is usually stated in 
some such terms as these: - 1) they 
bring in the taint of commercial-
ism; 2) some of them spend all their 
time on skis and therefore can de-
velop an unfair advantage; 3) they 
will lower the ideals of sportsman-
ship, camaraderie and mutual re-
spect among the competitors - and 
ultimately cheapen the sport in the 
eyes of the public. 

Let us examine the excluded 
"professionals." First comes the ski 
instructor. He was to begin with an 
outstanding skier, competing with 

the best. He elects finally to make 
his living by helping others less 
gifted or less experienced to be-
come better skiers. He undoubt-
edly does spend long hours on his 
skis - while he is patiently trying 
to inculcate the rudiments of the 
techniques of which he has long 
been a master. He is often teaching 
children or young men and women 
just beginning. He is definitely 
leading them toward competence, 
appreciation of the sport, and 
eventually membership in local ski 
clubs. Some of his pupils will 
eventually appear in competition 
because of his help. The ski in-
structor therefore is making a no-
table contribution to the sport as 
a whole. He deserves to be wel-
comed as a benefactor, not ex-
cluded as an Esau who has sold his 
birthright for a mess of pottage. It 
seems to me altogether a sad result, 
- the automatic working of a rule 
which has not .the power to dis-
criminate between friends and 
foes. 

There is another group which 
the rule eliminates. The men who 
manufacture ski equipment of all 
sorts. There can of course be no 
thought of unfair advantage in 
competition for the man who 
spends his time operating a busi-
ness such as manufacturing skis. Is 
it then that in this business we have 
discovered a commercial "taint" -
which makes him undesirable on 
the jumping scaffold or the down-
hill trail? The man who manufac-
tures snowshoes or golf clubs is eli-
gible, although his business is al-
most identical. The son of the man 
who makes skis, living on a subsidy 
of ski-tainted money, is of course 
eligible. 

In the days when it contami-
nated the "gentleman" to associate 
with anyone engaged in gainful 
work, in trade, manufacture or 
service, it was consistent to enforce 



the professional taint against all 
who did not have a private subsidy 
from somewhere. But today it 
seems artificial and affected. It cer-
tainly is obsolete. We no longer 
look down on the man who is work-
ing at some useful profession. It is 
the normal pattern of our lives in 
fact - and every increase in the in-
come, gift and estate taxes makes it 
more certain that it will be the uni-
versal pattern in the near future. 
The small number who today can 
live without work on an inherited 
income will be gone tomorrow, and 
the only subsidized group will be 
those under age. Broadly speaking 
too we agree that one profession is 
as good as another, since all are 
needed to make our community 
life complete. I would open the 
bars to the ski manufacturer too, so 
long as he conducts his business 
honorably. 

By the same argument, I should 
not exclude the men and women 
who carry on the necessary and de-
sired services for the sport of skiing. 
The managing of a ski lodge, the 
installation of ski tows, the retail-
ing or repair of ski equipment -
none of these occupations are of 
themselves degrading. None of 
them imply unfair advantage. 
They are professions which minis-
ter directly to the sport. We need 
the services; we associate with those 
who provide them freely and com-
fortably in every social way. Why 
in the name of common sense may 
we not also play with them in the 
competitive game? 

My argument thus far is in-
tended to establish the point that 
our eligibility rules debar a con-
siderable number of valuable ski-
ers from competition for no more 
cogent reason than that they earn 
their living by making worth while 
contributions to the sport in gen-
eral. The vague argument that 
these skiers may somehow intro-

duce degrading influences into 
competition can be met with the 
suggestion that specific acts of this 
nature can be provided for under 
the rules and the undesirable indi-
vidual and his influence deleted, 
without as we do now throwing out 
the whole group. In the Central 
Constitution we have long had a 
clause which reads - "It shall be 
within the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Directors to suspend 
from competition for such time as 
it may deem proper any person 
guilty of unfair dealings in connec-
tion with any meeting or tourna-
ment, ungentlemanly conduct, or 
violation of any rules of this Asso-
ciation." Way back in i927 we rec-
ognized that there are matters of 
conduct which supersede all the 
other rules pertaining to eligibil-
ity. My feeling is that matters of 
conduct might very well be the 
only basis for eligibility. 

I would not give the impression 
that our present rule does not have 
its values. It does - wherever a 
skier adopts the cynical tactics of 
unethical business and does so for 
a price, the rule debars him, as it 
should. There are many other un-
ethical procedures which the pres-
ent rules control, or attempt to 
control. At these points I am all for 
strengthening them by being clear 
and specific. But I would make the 
ethical objective the final criterion 
in each case, rather than a diction-
ary definition. I would stress the 
spirit of the rule rather than its 
letter. And I would seek agreement 
on the spirit, so that it would carry 
the full weight and force of public 
approval back of it. 

Our present rule which excludes 
the ethically "good" professional 
and the ethically "bad" alike, - is 
not always effective, because of this 
very fact. The skiers themselves 
have no strong desire to exclude 
the thoroughly honorable type of 
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"professional." They do not recog-
nize the evidence of a difference 
that actually is nonexistent except 
on paper. When Birger and Sig-
mund Ruud came to this country 
some years ago they were welcomed 
every where. Tournaments were 
declared "open" wherever they 
went. Yet these men were known 
as "professionals." As a matter of 
fact they proved to be two fine and 
modest sportsmen, in addition to 
being outstanding jumpers. Every 
top ranking skier in the country 
was eager to compete with them on 
even terms. Could one ask for a 
clearer demonstration of the fact 
that there is no real difference be-
tween these two young men and 
our own "amateurs"? They con-
tributed neither commercial taint 
nor any other form of degeneration 
to the sport. Rather they were an 

· inspiration and a joy. Why not 
make all our competition "open," 
all the time, to the group which 
these brothers represent - men 
who earn an honorable living by 
making a worth while and desired 
contribution to the sport itself? 

There is another kind of evi-
dence that skiers are quite cold to a 
rule which makes no clear cut ap-
peal to an ethical principle. This 
is the tendency to follow implicitly 
the letter of the rule, while its pur-
pose is forgotten, or overlooked. 
This sort of evasion is common 
enough in skiing and in the other 
sports. It clearly comes from the 
fact that none of us really thinks 
there is anything dishonorable in 
getting paid for a service. And 
since there is nothing dishonorable 
in accepting pay we are inclined to 
do so whenever we can. The really 
bad part of this is that it inay lead 
us to tolerate subterfuge and de-
ceit. I shall cite a few instances that 
have come under my own observa-
tion in skiing and in other sports, 

to illustrate the point. All of you 
know of many similar situations. 

A few years ago I tried to find 
and employ a good tennis coach for 
some boys who were working up 
to tournament form in that sport. 
A young man applied for the job 
whom I knew ranked high in mid-
west competition. I assumed of 
course that ·he was giving up his 
amateur status in order to earn the 
money necessary for his stay in 
school. Our understanding was 
complete as to hours, transporta-
tion and the remuneration in-
volved. When I pulled out my 
check book to write him a retainer 
he said: - "Make that out to Mrs. 
So and So - she is my landlady." 
When I asked him what the idea 
was, he replied - "If you wrote the 
check out to me and it was discov-
ered, I would lose my amateur 
standing. Make it out to her and 
she will cash it for me." I told the 
young man I was not prepared to 
enter into that kind of a deal, -
that I supposed he was giving up 
amateur play, when he applied for 
the job. No - I was informed- he 
was expecting to enter the State 
tournaments as usual during the 
summer, but he did need the 
money, and this was a very usual 
procedure anyway. No rule was be-
ing broken because the check 
would go to his landlady. He was 
quite earnest about it and quite 
put out that I was not willing to go 
along with the arrangement. This 
kind of thing was done all the time, 
he said. He cited the case of one of 
the country's top ranking ama-
teurs, who was offered $20,000.00 
to join a well known professional 
organization of players for the 
year. The player turned down the 
offer because he said he could not 
afford to take it. The implication 
was that the perquisites that come 
to a top ranking tennis amateur are 
worth more to him in cold cash 



than the figure offered. I do not 
vouch for the accuracy of this story, 
but that is the way it was told me 
by this young man, who claimed to 
have personal knowledge of the in-
cident, and who was himself a 
fairly high ranking "amateur," in 
good standing. 

Whether or not the story is true, 
my experience with this tennis 
player suggests that the meticulous 
rules for amateur status in one of 
the very cleanest of our sports do 
no more than challenge ingenuity 
to evade the rule by subterfuge and 
deceit . . Personally I think it would 
be better to admit to competition 
tennis players who teach the game 
for pay, than to tempt them to re-
main within the letter of the law 
while the intent is circumvented. I 
have known similar situations in 
the ski sport. You all have. Any 
situation which leads a young man 
to believe that it is better to be 
"smart" than to be honest, is bad 
for the ideals of sportsmanship. 

One of the absurdities which can 
come from the rigid interpretation 
of the rule that one may not profit 
financially from a sport and still re-
main eligible to compete, was illus-
trated also in the tennis field some 
years ago. If my memory serves me 
correctly, Bill Tilden was at his 
peak as a tennis player. He was also 
an excellent writer and newspaper 
reporter, covering tennis tourna-
ments. His understanding of the 
fine points of play and strategy 
made his news stories of the 
matches he covered by far the best 
in the country. But it was ruled 
that employment to cover the sport 
of tennis, would constitute profes-
sionalism, and he would either 
have to give it up or become ineli-
gible for amateur competition. He 
could cover football, baseball, -
any other sport except tennis with-' 
out penalty, but to cover the one 
field in which he was most com-

petent would eliminate him. To 
me this ruling simply does not 
make any real sense, though it is 
obviously correct from the wording 
of the rule. Shall we continue in-
definitely to enforce a rule that 
does not make sense, or shall we 
modify it till it does? 

In the mid-west region ski-jump-
ing has always been the major field 
of competition. Since we have no 
mountains, this is readily under-
stood. The jumping tournaments 
are colorful and very popular. 
They attract large crowds, and the 
"gate" may be substantial. Most 
of our clubs provide for their con-
tinued existence by the gate re-
ceipts from an annual tournament. 
Traditionally, merchandise prizes 
have been presented the successful 
contestants, and in the larger com-
munities these are often of some 
intrinsic value. The skiers like to 
receive these prize packages, in ad-
dition to their medals and honors. 
The club that is able to offer the 
most attractive prizes is naturally 
the one whose tournaments are 
most popular with the skiers. Since 
too this custom does not in any 
way violate the rule - which speci-
fies in our Central Constitution 
that an amateur may not receive 
"cash money" for his prize, - the 
custom has become firmly estab-
lished as a regular feature of our 
tournaments. However, now and 
then a winner received a merchan-
dise prize that he did not need or 
want, and the host club was always 
glad to exchange it for something 
more appropriate. This entailed 
some inconvenience of course, both 
to the winner and to the host club. 
And so, in order to make every-
thing more convenient and simple, 
the idea of the "purchase order" 
was developed. To begin with, the 
purchase order allowed the winner 
to pick his merchandise at some 
designated local store, of value 

equal to the order. This seemed to 
be an improvement, but since ski-
ers often come from long distances 
to compete, and the tournaments 
are held on Sunday when stores are 
closed, and the jumper may have 
to be at work early Monday morn-
ing, it still proved to be quite a 
nuisance. Consequently, in their 
sincere desire to please the contest-
ants, host clubs might arrange a 
purchase order which would be 
honored anywhere. And this was 
done. No rule had been broken -
because the rule states "cash 
money" and by definition the two 
are not identical. But obviously 
the intent of the rule had been 
completely forgotten and violated. 
It seems to show that there is no 
strong conviction in the minds of 
our skiers that there is any loss to 
the quality of the sport if monetary 
rewards do go to the winners. And 
if public opinion is not clearly 
against the practice, there will al-
ways be found ways of circumvent-
ing the rule. You simply drive the 
practice underground - and this I 
think is definitely less desirable 
than the cash prize, openly pre-
sented. 

One reason the substance of the 
rule has grown dim, is because in 
many of the cases I have cited, 
there is no ethical substance there. 
And another reason is that we have 
ourselves introduced a good many 
exceptions to the rule. We start 
clearly enough - and affirm that 
the eligible skier shall receive no 
return for his efforts other than the 
pleasure and well being it gives 
him. And then we hedge. We per-
mit the merchandise prize. Mer-
chandise costs money of course, so 
we compromise the rule right there 
by allowing it to be used. Further 
we allow the skier to accept trans-
portation money, housing, and 
food incidental to his attendance 
at a tournament. Indeed we ex-

pect the host club to take care of 
these items - and it seems reason-
able enough that in a country 
where every man works for his liv-
ing, he should not be required to 
pay out-of-pocket funds of his own 
earning in order to compete in a 
tournament from which the host 
club expects to take in enough to 
pay expenses and finance its non-
paying program for the year in ad-
dition. But obviously every such 
concession renders the original 
concept less clear. It is easy to go 
one step further, and then another 
- while following strictly the let-
ter of the law. The purchase order 
prize is merely a logical and con-
venient extension of the merchan-
dise prize. If one is sound, so is the 
other. And if a purchase order is 
sound, so is a check or coin of the 
realm. 

This sort of analysis eventually 
produces a sense of bewilderment 
in my own mind. I have to check 
myself and ask, "What is it we are 
trying to do with any rule defin-
ing eligibility." But the answer to 
that question is perfectly clear. 
"We are trying to maintain the 
sport of skiing on the highest ethi-
cal level." Under the present rules, 
and with their elaboration as pro-
posed for the Ski Union, I think 
this objective can be maintained, 
- if we are content to continue to 
eliminate a large group of fine ski-
ers from our competitions, and are 
satisfied that the evasions are not 
important. If we feel that it is im-
portant to include these forgotten 
skiers in our competitive pyramid, 
then it will be necessary to set up 
our eligibility definitions in differ-
ent terms. In the following para-
graphs I shall attempt to make 
such a definition. It is simply a first 
draft, prepared single handed and 
with little or no experience back 
of it. If the idea itself has merit, I 
am convinced the same able group 



of men who have written the pro· 
posed rules for the Ski Union of 
the Americas, could whip it into a 
practical working formula. It will 
be easy to find flaws in the details 
of this proposal, just as it is easy to 
find flaws in the operation of the 
old rule. The proposal does in-
clude the desirable group of our 
present "professionals," and I be· 
lieve it does away with some of the 
temptation to evade the rules by 
keeping the fundamental intent 
before the skiers rather than the 
letter. If the proposal is of any 
value as a substitute for the present 
rule it must be found at those two 
points. 

• • • • • 
Eligibility 

Competitive skiing stands pre· 
eminent among sports for the high 
quality of its sportsmanship. It is 
the duty of this Association to safe· 
guard these standards among its 
members and to demonstrate them 
publicly in its tournaments. 

The privilege of competing im· 
plies the responsibility of bringing 
nothing but respect and honor to 
the sport. The higher the rank of 
the competitor, the greater is his 
responsibility. Eligibility must be 
restricted to those who prove 
worthy of the honor of represent· 
ing the sport of skiing. 

The following specific items 
shall be considered typical of acts 
which we propose to eliminate 
from competitive skiing. It is not 
to be assumed that the list is a com-
plete one. 

1) No skier may remain eligible 
whose conduct in a tournament 
does not conform to the accepted 
behavior of the gentleman and the 
sportsman. 

2) No skier shall participate in 
a wager or be in any way connected 
with the business of making wagers 

in connection with competitive ski· 
ing. 

3) No skier shall make a public 
endorsement of any article or com-
modity for compensation. 

4) No skier shall accept, and no 
club shall offer, prizes which ex-
ceed in value the sum of $25.00, ex-
cept with the sanction of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the National 
Association. Violation of this rule 
shall warrant a fine for the club, 
and loss of eligibility for the skier 
should the evidence indicate he 
was a knowing party to the infrac· 
tion. The fine and the term of sus-
pension shall be determined by the 
Rules Committee. 

5) No skier shall accept and no 
club shall offer, travel funds and 
maintenance in excess of what may 
reasonably be required to meet the 
legitimate expenses of a skier in· 
vited to participate in a tourna· 
ment. The fine and the term of sus-
pension shall be determined by the 
Rules Committee. 

6) No skier shall remain eligible 
who in the conduct of his business 
shall take advantage of his eligibil· 
ity or his success in competitive ski· 
ing in any way which may bring 
discredit to the sport of organized 
skiing. 

• • • • • 
The Rules Committee 

It shall be the duty of the Rules 
Committee to investigate and make 
decisions on cases of alleged viola-
tion of the ethics of competitive 
skiing, brought to its attention. 

It may dismiss the case, warn, 
suspend for stated term, or impose 
an appropriate fine in case a club 
is at fault. 

I ts decisions shall be final, unless 
an appeal of the case is made to the 
President of the Association. If an 
appeal is made, the President shall 
appoint an Appeals Committee to 

review the findings and the deci· 
sion of the Rules Committee. The 
decision of the Appeals Committee 
shall then be final. 

• • • • • 
The sixth situation is purposely 

left vague, until evidence of some 
practice inimical to the best in· 
terests of the sport comes to light. 
It is hoped that it will eliminate 
those practices which we recognize 
as "sharp" business as contrasted 
to business done on the basis of the 
Golden Rule. 

In closing let me repeat that the 
details suggested for eligibility are 
of much less importance than the 
intent. Details can always be modi-
fied. The intent is to include all 
good skiers in the country who are 
also ethically sound. It intends to 
eliminate some of the evasions 
that have grown up over the years 
in connection with the amateur 
status. If it will work - it increases 
our list of eligibles, and at the same 
time offers less temptation to evade 
the intent by following the letter of 
a rule. It stresses the fundamental 
objective, - which is to keep our 
sport clean and honorable always. 

REBUTTALS 
In the two preceding articles Lieut. 

Commander Palmedo and Doctor Harold 
Bradley have presented opposing views in 
regard to amateur eligibility rules for ski· 
ing. In the following Dr. Bradley presents 
his rebuttal to statements in Lieut. Com· 
mander Palmedo's article. This is fol-
lowed by Lieut C. Palmedo's rebuttal. 

Dr. Bradley's Rebuttal 
Commander Palmedo has pre· 

sented a strong argument for wider 
participation in our national 
sports, based on the really shocking 
evidence of physical deterioration 
in our draft-age youth. The prob· 
lem he raises is of far more im por-
tance than the topic of this debate, 

and the temptation is great to dis· 
cuss it at length. I believe every 
thinking reader will be in agree· 
ment with the Commander that 
this is a problem which America 
must solve. It cannot be solved 
however by merely reaffirming the 
amateur rule, because it is clear 
that the deterioration of our youth 
and the growth of the spectator 
sports have both occurred while 
these rules were being rigidly en· 
forced in all our sports. To make us 
again a nation of players, we shall 
have to introduce a well planned 
and adequately implemented cam· 
paign of physical education from 
kindergarten through High School 
level, with a year of universal mili· 
tary training at the end, - much as 
was done in Germany to achieve 
the same result. 

It is quite correct to assert that 
the "red headed school teachers or 
the Baptist bank clerks" can limit 
their field of competition to their 
own kind if they wish. And so of 
course can the "amateur" skiers. 
But the question at issue here is 
whether the skiers wish to limit 
their competition in the present 
terms of the amateur status. It is 
my impression - based on the kind 
of evidence which has been pre· 
sented - that they really do not. 
And if they do not it is quite within 
their power to change the formula 
for eligibility. 

It is true that the skiers have 
adopted by vote the present rules. 
Those rules were taken over bodily 
from the combat sports. They re· 
fleet a prejudice toward the "pro-
fessional" sportsman which has a 
solid foundation and with which 
we have all grown up. No alterna· 
tive basis for eligibility has been 
presented or considered by our 
membership. To me it seems sig· 
nificant that while we have voted 
for the amateur basis of eligibility, 



in practice we have proceeded to 
nullify the vote by making excep-
tions, open tournaments and num-
berless evasions. It is because of 
these situations that I am suggest-
ing we attempt to define without 
prejudice the real basis we desire 
for eligibility in ski competition. 

The fact that the Navy limits the 
number and extent of trips which 
its teams may take for exhibition 
games seems to me entirely reason-
able but to have no bearing on the 
'rules of eligibility for skiers. The 
colleges have done the same thing 
and for the same reason - the 
games are after all side issues, and 
cannot be permitted to interfere 
with the more important business 
of the institution. The fact that 
the Navy permits play with profes-
sional teams on Naval reservations 
seems to indicate that the factor of 
importance is the time involved 
rather than the status of the oppos-
ing players. 

It is probably true that the in-
centives to win in the case of the 
ski teacher are mixed. However the 
desire to win is a burning one in 
any competitor and is inherent in 
all good competition. It is doubt-
ful whether additional motives can 
influence the performance of the 
individual. 

In concluding, I must repeat 
that the formula advocated by 
Commander Palmedo for curing 
the trend toward the spectator 
sports and away from participa-
tion, is a pure delusion. The ama-
teur rule has not checked that 
trend in the past - as his article 
makes clear. There is not the slight-
est reason to suppose it will do so in 
the future; still less reason to sup-
pose it will reverse that trend. Our 
problem here is merely to decide 
with whom we wish to compete in 
the tournaments of the National 
Ski Association. 

Rebuttal by Roland Palmedo 
Wherever a deep-rooted tradi-

tion or rule of behavior is found 
in our country it . is almost invari~ 
ably based·on the lessons of expe-
rience, and therefore has good rea-
son for being. .. 

The chief flaw that I find in 
Prof. Bradley's eloquent argument 
is that he sets up a straw man and 
then fires a lot of right .pretty tracer 
ammunition at him until he is de-
molished. I believe he should have 
tried to find out first what the ama-
teur rule is intended to and does 
accomplish from somebody who is 
thoroughly familiar with the sub 
ject, such as Avery Brundage, Presi· 
dent of the American Olympic 
Committee, and then to refute this 
purpose and performance if he still 
disbelieved in their validity after 
understanding them. 

Instead Prof. Bradley sets up his 
conception of what the amateur 
rule is for and thep by emotive 
rather than factual words and argu-
ments discredits this purpose. 
Without trying to find out the rea-
son for our American amateur tra-
dition, he barges right in at the be-
ginning with the false assumption 
that the amateur rule "is the most 
expedient screen by which the un-
desirables can be kept ou.t of or-
ganized competition." 

Nor can I agree with Dr. Bradley 
that an understanding of the ob-
jectives sought will be enough to 
eliminate any tendency to evade 
the rules, whatever they may be, 
any more than an understanding 
of the traffic laws will eliminate any 
tendency toward speeding or im-
proper parking. The reason we 
have to have laws and rules is pre-
cisely to translate the general ob-
jective into a specific guide for con-
duct, with a minimum of individ-
ual interpretation. If the directive 
"Love thy neighbor" were enough, 

we would have no use for most of 
our laws and precedents. 

As a matter of fact, Dr. Bradley 
elsewhere refutes this faith that 
human nature needs only an ap-
preciation of the objective in order 
that all actions may be uniformly 
in accord with it. At professional 
boxing, he maintains, there is little 
demand for "the spirit of real 
sportsmanship" and something of 
the same spirit pervades profes-
sional games of hockey, football 
and baseball. In tennis he cites the 
"subterfuge and deceit" used to 
evade the rules. How then does he 
expect a high standard of conduct 
without specific rules, but with 
only an understanding of the ob-
jectives? 

In one matter Prof. Bradley 
works up considerable righteous 
indignation, but I believe on false 
premises. The manufacturer of ski 
equipment, the manager of a ski 
lodge, the retailer or repairer of 
ski equipment, he says, are rated 
professionals. This, I think, is not 
correct, as these occupations, in the 
absence of the exploitation of 
names or titles, do not constitute 
professional activities. 

Dr. Bradley occasionally falls 
into an embarrassing contradic-
tion: e.g., he maintains at great 
length that the man who is in ski-
ing professionally is as likely to be 
as honest a fellow and as good a 
citizen as the next, with which we 
all agree without argument. But 
then he explains that the "foul tac-
tics" which prevail in practically 
every other sport in which profes-
sionals compete are absent from 
skiing chiefly because "there is 
neither temptation nor opportu-
nity for foul tactics." With this re-
flection on the sportsmanship of 
ski professionals in particular, and 
indictment of all professionals in 
sports in general, few will agree. 

Dr. Bradley proposes a set of 

eligibility rules based ·on ethical 
considerations, and designed to 
supplant the amateur rules. Among 
these proposed rules is one forbid-
ding any skier to make a public en-
dorsement of any article for com-
pensation, because Prof. Bradley 
regards any such endorsements as 
unethical. Why, then, if the eligi· 
bility of a skier to compete depends 
on his ethics and honesty, did he 
not ban also the individual who 
breaks into houses, or murders 
others without a legal excuse, or 
cheats at cards, or evades the ra-
tioning laws? Or is the endorse-
ment of Feather-Sleep Mattresses 
or Flor de Cabbagio Cigars so 
extra unethical that it merits espe-
cial attention? 

Also, according to one of the 
proposed rules, the making of a 
wager on a ski race, regardless of 
amount, puts you in the kennel, 
though there is no ban on running 
away with the cash box, gas tickets, 
and any prizes worth melting 
down. 

Why prizes worth more than $25 
should be forbidden is not clear, 
for though such prizes, along with 
many other things, may have a 
bearing on professionalism, the 
proposed rules supposedly have a 
purely ethical basis, and the value 
of a prize, ev<;n if it is a large purse, 
has nothing to do with ethics. If 
Prof. Bradley believes it has, then 
he has failed to explore many other 
aspects that open up the whole 
question under discussion all over 
again. 

While it is of course apparent 
that amateur rules have an entirely 
different purpose than promoting 
ethical conduct, the above is suffi· 
dent to show the utter confusion, 
bewilderment and inconsistency 
that would prevail if any such im· 
practical code of rules were 
adopted. 

The most important objective 



• 
of competition is not to raise the 
"competitive pyramid" as high as 
possible, so that the champions at 
the pinnacle may be the most ex-
pert producible. This is unimpor-
tant compared to the mission of 
bringing the benefits of competi-
tion to the greatest possible num-
ber, particularly of our youth, by 
giving every encouragement to 
competition, and preserving and 
increasing the incentives to com-
pete. 

Prof. Bradley goes on the as-
sumption that the existence of an 
amateur rule makes it necessary to 
be amateur to compete at all. This, 
too, is an unwarranted assumption, 
for it is proposed not to eliminate, 
but merely limit open competi-
tion. Moreover, a natural develop-
ment of such limitation would be 
the holding of professional events, 
as is done in all other sports. In 
golf, for instance, the professional 
tournaments attract by far the 
greatest attention. 

Being classified as a professional 
is not a "punishment for a crime," 
as Prof. Bradley calls it, any more 
than being classified as a junior or 
veteran when age requires it. It 
simply means that the competitor 
in question is in a special category, 
and should compete primarily 
within that category. 

Because the "letter" of a law 
does not express the intent, and 
thus allows the intent to be cir-
cumvented, is not a good reason 
for abolishing the law entirely. It is 
rather a reason to correct the bad 
draftsmanship, so that the intent is 
clearly expressed in the letter. 

The player-writer rule makes 
sense when it is appreciated that it 
is intended to prevent an amateur 
from exploiting his fame as a com-
petitor and his titles for pay. To 
make amateurism mean anything, 
the upward spiral of exploitation 

- the i'nore the fame, the more the 
pay - must necessarily be ruled 
out. This is certainly logical, no 
"absurdity." 

Dr. Bradley further gets snarled 
up when he maintains that the pro-
fessional in sport competes for his 
living, not "for the glory of it and 
for the fun." "His kind of living 
will depend on his success in win-
ning," he says. "His wage is con-
siderable if he wins, but even if he 
loses he receives enough money to 
provide his living. He works con-
stantly at his profession. He learns 
every foul trick in the book by 
which to injure his opponent and 
not get caught. His philosophy is to 
win at all costs short of being de-
clared loser on foul tactics." These 
are the words Prof. Bradley ap-
plies to professional boxing, but he 
adds that something of the same 
spirit pervades the professional 
games of hockey, football and base-
ball, and sets them apart from the 
amateur games. 

Although Prof. Bradley holds 
this pessimistic view of what the 
mercenary motive does to the 
sportsmanship and ethics of the 
professional competitor in general, 
he still maintains that the profes-
sional ski competitor is the excep-
tion, though apparently only be-
cause skiing, being a non-combat 
sport, there is nothing to gain hy 
foul tactics. 

Although this view of profes-
sional competition surely does not 
prevail, it furnishes the clue to 
Prof. Bradley's assumption as to 
the reason for the amateur rule. 

Throughout his article he refers 
to the "ethics of amateurism," the 
"bitter punishment" of being clas-
sified as a professional skier, who 
is "an outcast - no longer ad-
mitted among the group that are 
his friends," etc. "What," asks 
Prof. B., "is it we are trying to do 

with any rule defining eligibility?" 
The answer, he says, is perfectly 
clear - "Maintain the sport on the 
highest ethical level." This an-
swer, I believe, is not correct; in 
fact, it is a misconception which is 
likely to cause much mischief if not 
corrected. 

He assumes that the reason for a 
separate amateur group is because 
professionals in other sports gen-
erally being unethical and intro-
ducers of "degrading influences," 
they are also segregated in skiing, 
although unjustly so, he maintains, 
for in skiing they are perforce ethi-
cal. 

This assumption, based on the 
Professor's low esteem of the non-
skiing professional, is, I believe, 
where he goes astray. The amateur 
'rule is not an ethical dividing line, 
nor is it an attempt to draw a social 
distinction, or to segregate those 
who earn their living "honorably" 
from those who do not. These mat-
ters are not in question in any way, 
~hape or form. As Prof. Bradley 

nevertheless constructs his whole 
thesis on them, I respectfully sug-
gest that the structure of his argu-
ment collapses. 

Bear in mind that in no sport 
(except possibly polo) do amateurs 
stand a ghost of a show with pro-
fessionals: baseball, hockey, foot-
ball, golf, squash, skating, boxing, 
tennis, racquets. Unless the ama-
teurs maintain the integrity of 
their own important amateur 
events, the latter will be com-
pletely overshadowed by the open 
events, which will sooner or later 
be completely dominated by pro-
fessionals. Amateur competition 
will exist only in the marginal 
areas which do not warrant ex-
ploitation. 

This is not a matter of ethics, it 
is merely a matter of preserving 
the encouragements and incen-
tives for amateur participation. No 
drastic change in our American 
amateur rules is needed; only a 
slight change in emphasis and di-
rection. 



~ /Jh,._ 
Stuart Ludlum 

-'""~' ,/~ I w - . 
~ 1Lavlrence Lor@an ( I ' m not 

s u re of th e s p e 11 in g . He 
is a vice - Pres of Columbia 
in case you don ' t know) 

ski letters re Pawl ing. 
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From the desk of 
LOWELL THOMAS 

Mary - Please p 

Albert woodl 

the 

ski lis for next season . 

.i-1. T. 
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Lowell Thomas 
Rockefeller Center 

New York City 
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Mary --riere is a young ln.dy w/o might vn,nt to rounr1 up 
ski I a 1Junch~fri end.s and fing them along ~ itb us .ae:xt v int "~ r. 

Her name is w~rgaret Mallory, d&~gnter of Clifford D. M&llory. - --------I met her just f or a moment a t th~ opening of the American 
fuerchant ~arine Library association book week &t Slo3ns through 
rur. nerbert Howe, the librarian . Mr . Mr llory is one of t he her ds 
of the A.M.M.L. A. 

L.T. 
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JD ear Charles Federer 
vDear Russell Heaton 

~ .,Dear "Alec" 
v15'ear Bob 
vi)e ar Bob 
v Dear Terry 
Vf)ear David 

V'Dear Lorens 
VD ear Stuart 
~ Dear John 
.;Dear Alice 
v Dear Dick 
V D ear Lucia and Morgan 
,;Dear Miss Margaret Mallory 



/ Dear Larry 
; De a r Albert 

(D ear Se pp 
/!)ear Tom 
i/Dear Perry Hall 
vDear Bill 

) De ar Jan£, 
V' Dear Tommy 
v Dear Kitty 

Dear Marjorie 
/ Dear Geannette 
V'De a r Mat 
v Dear Paul 
vDear Beverly Robinson 
vD e ar Joe 

v De a r Bob 
v Dear Bob 
VD ear Pat 

I / 

v Dear Mr. Munson 
/ Dear Munro 
v/'l)ear Alex 
,/Dear Stuart 
I/ Dear Mr. Neary 

vDe ar Mr. Glover 
v Dear Ford 

.JD ear Noel Busch 

v Dear George 

V Dear Frank 
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(LET SEPP RUSCHP KNOW HOW MA NY - for TAXI) 
~ ·----I 

SKI ING_ THIS_ WEEKEND, - Mt. Wash ington ~ ~.e.JAAJ-'J} 
~ t- t Or d I""' rw. r:-Jt_r{ ( ~ l rv.. " Tl~.) 
t1o{"~ontpelier Junction, c.rriv1ng there at 6:18 a.m. 

~ ( 
lf, I.{ l f I~ ~~ ~,((, ~ '! F·~ > 

Return v North Conway to Bos , and then midnight 
~ ~ sleeper T _,---:=- ~ 7, ~17, 1a u{J~- 11 

/--, l . ~~,~-::, ~-

•• .P Thomas 0. Lamont ;v-?" 

~/Joe iv1oran ~ -z.,-bf~J 

Loren~ Logan, and anyone else with him? 
~ ~,"V ... o'-{ ~ o 

Eddie Thurber (some elevator repair firm in Brooklyn) 

-

1 , µ~ ~· ~- IS-~~ o-v I J- s- (r'> 
Serge Gagauan (friend Lorenz Logan) / 

~ (,) tl~ ~U:CZ- 4 - ~~t" 
? '.f. 

And have~ou any pe ople in mind who want to 
go. 

~Eddie Eagan ~:;;;@~f'""/'~ .. 1:i.-o>_~r;Jy,-t~~r 
; · i kx i: xx~ :ouu1 g 

~ . · 1/ S tu art C ha s e 

~ 
Win s\J orwegian Club,17 

0 

7 
I 

0 G° 

Columbia Heights 
Brooklyn) 
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J. J 
J 

?e-r17 lfalsh 
Cla1t.oa G Qin& 

tlorden l'ur])hf 

George Bijur 
Saey Draper 
fa-ady lobitUHUl 

Olive Gid1ut7 
no.d.ney !ller 
Ba:rgaret Mall"1i1'J 
Paul Gar·rcett 
J. BeverleJ l obinson 
Ed~ard E~. gru1 

Tb;0aa~ Laa0-nt 

1G'• J:oran. 
~;,bert Trent Jones 
lob-ef't le Br id-e 

lecr7 Lee Bunson 
'lunro Le.at 
Ted Shane 
Paul lebb 
,1,le.xander Grant 
St ,uart Chase 
la. J. learv "" 
C11rl iaf 

. Geerge D•any 
.Frauk ilk.ins 
Chae. A. fe4erer• Jr. 
I. Roaaell l~ atoa 
!:obert Cehoe 
Terr·3 [eep 
n-avid tang•uir 
Lo-reaa f. Logan. 

Stu a rt ltudl 1uo: 
J''a-1a11 togas a11d d at uglrte~a 

!1 ice Morr-is 
Wm.. A.. Pa.tty 
Di-ck Stiegler 
ir. end litrs. ~e!'rgran 

lla r j em ltund7 
Jeun~tt.e Gellagher 
'Paul Sanborne 

Fr~dQuanjer 

Sanford. Tr$at 
H. D. Ca:r~er 

tlcClellud 
Barcla7 

Lowell Thomas 
Rockefeller Center 

New York City 
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P r ry H 11 
Bill cb rtz 
J n t on 

ho P.itchcook. Jr. 
{itt7 a ton 

ttbe Daa 
· lbert oodle7 
e L nz 

Lawr nee Lo aao 
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I ' . 
ROUGH SKI LIST 

rl THE PAUL GARRETTS 

V BEVERLY ROBINSON 

/ BILL SCHWARTZ 

~'.9:9£~ 

v TOM LAMONT 

,,/ JANE WATSON 

ifQE MO:RAJt-

V CARL RAY 

JACKSON CHAMBERS 

~ THE ROBT. TRENT JONES 

•. GENE-~ 

I ROBERT MCBRIDE 

I WM. PATTY 

/ PAT WEAVER 

MR. AND MRS. WM. MCMILLAN OF MARYLAND 

HENRY LEE MUNSON 
/ RICHARD BORDEN 

-J:AS~.A:PPHf (wash:trg-ifuh) 
,/ MUNRO LEAF 

~ED SHAHS 

v PAUL WEBB 

ALEXANDER GRANT 

J.l:Jfl&CMmfr 

ROBERT GWINN 

STUART CHASE 

KITTY BARTON 

LANNY ROSS 



WM. VAN DUSEN 

~ANN ~E~ Pinkham Notch, Gorham. N.H. 

Y.lM. J. NEARY Jamaica , N .y. 

B. W. GLOVER 

TOM SUNDERLAND 

c ~MHRF':Jfi::· 

~ DONB 

r=RWH-JAMES 

MAC BARCLAY 

MLE EhYmlSG--J; 

THE ARTHUR CUSHMANS 

THE PAUL CRUIKSHANKS 

MISS TERESA CROWLEY 

FRED CLARK 

TOM CABOT 

HALLIE CARTER and her family 

MAT'lmEW DANN 

GEORGE DENNY 

.!IltFEi TOM bEWEYS 

JOHN EMISON 

HENRY ECKHARDT (of Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

CHAS. A. FEDERER, Jr. 

SBfifl FROELICK 

A. RUSSELL HEATON (poughkeepsie) 

BOB JOHNSON 



BOB KEHOE 
' ' TERRY KEEP 

DAVID LANGMUIR 

HESTER LARNER 

~QttE:S ctmmlgz 

LORENS F'. LOGAN 

~~ 

V JOHN LOGAN AND DAUGHTERS 

ALICE MORRIS 

THE DONALD MCMILLANS 

KEITH OFFICER 

F. R. PEVERLY 

ROLAND PEABODY 

SAM PRYOR 

DICK STIEGLER 

JOHN S. STILLMAN 

GALE H. SHAW 

1attHta nor 
VIRGINIA SINCLAIR 

MRS. TOBEY 

Quebec 

SANFORD TREAT AND SON 

-3-

LUCIA TURNER AND MORGAN H{ AN 

HANS UTSCH 

THE GENE VIDALS 

:2RAD 'WASHl3URNB"" 

THE JACK YANDELLS 

NOEL BUSCH (Life) 





HAMPSHIRE HOUSE 
USO CENTRAL PARK SOUTH 

MANAGEMENT OF DOUGLAS L. ELLIMAN & C'O., INC. 



Mary - was(A. Russell Heaton 

Waterman & ix& Hea ton 
51 Market St. 

put on the ski 

Poughkeepsie 
New York 

list for next year? L.T. 
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lOWEll T HOMAS 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER • NEW YORK 

Mary -

Here are a few peopie whom I 
MJ may want to invite on a ski jaunt 
before long. 

Mr. and Mrs. ~agan 
Mr. and Mrs. Hobey Ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom ·Lamont 
Mr. and Mrs. Perry _ H cU:l.- ~ 
Mr. and Mrs. l3ill Schwartz '--· 
M is s J an e W a 1t son -----· -· J.-,..,, 
Mr. McClelland Barclay 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul ~ ebb 
Mr. and Mrs. Lunsford P. Yandell 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott Bell 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Powell 
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Palmedo 
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Hitchcock 
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LOWELL THOMAS 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER · NEW YORK 

FILE SKIING 

Bob Svare 

This is a young skier whom we met in Canada, 

at Mt. Tremblant, and at North Conway. I believe 

he is a pro. His home is Parkland, Washington. 

In April - 1941 he can be reached at 

2255 Mansfield St. 
Apt. 9 
Mont:eeal, P.Q. 

During May, June and July he will be in the 

Columbia Ice Field Chalet, Columbia Ice Field 

Banff, Alberta 



LOWELL THOMAS 

ROCKEFELLER CENTER · NEW YORK 

PILE SUIIG 

.~ob S•are 

fh!s is ti young skier Y¥boa we- a.et in Caneda, 

at Kt. Treablant, and c.t Mor.th C<m•ay. I b-elteve 

he 1& a ~.to. llt• ho•e 1• tarklaad. Washington. 

ln +itid: .... 1941 h$ ean be 'reached &t ·. 

!te55 aanat1 ld St. 
Apt. 9 
lloatnal. PJ(. 

D11ring Ka7, June aD.d July h~ will be b the 

Colmbia lee P1eld Chalet, Colmbia Ice F1 .ld 

Bantt, Alberta 



---- ,. 



Does this mean the s e t wo p eo ple 

have received our ski letter? , 

Becaus e I never sent them one. 

m. 



Mary -
Have you got her name on 

the list of people who ~ the 
long ski letter re Pawling? 

- -
Also Miss Julia O'Neill of Mr. 
J. Morden Murphy's office. 

e. 
{V.JJ/ 

r 

0 --



SKI PARTY 

Call the following and tell them we hope we will cross their 
· trail during the Christmas holidays, and want to let them 

know where the L.T.s are going, in the hope we can all be 
together somewher e, :tu at least part of the time. 

I 

a /la 
~- ~ -IJ-

~~~~f~~~~..:5 ' 
NOEL BUSCH OF LIFE 
JOHN ST.ILLMAN 

In the case of the MUr:fillys, the Lamonts, Eagans and Pattys, say 
L.T. hoping we fould all be togetlier part of the time, with all 
the kids and everybody. Also Jac~ues and Hester and her boy. 
Tell t em if we are all together we will try and get our rooms 
all in one corridor and our tabl.e together, and L.T. will make 
the arra~ements with Mr.Holt if you'll let me know. 

Call Jacques separately and invite him to go as L.T.'s guest. 

11 John Logan, ~ent Han.downtown, and t€l.l him wet re planning on 
g tting Jacques and a crowd of others to spend a little time 

ring the Christmas holidays. Can have more f\J.n at Placid than 
·O anywhere else because of large number of young people from 

.... 



colleges and prep sEhools, but only if snow conditions 
are good. Getting the Lamonts and a few more. 

'! Tell Ym dell who some of the people are we• re phoning to: 
Tom Lamont, Eddie Eagan, etc., JacquesCharmoz of Pan Am., and 
Van Dusen; also Joe Moran; and the party will be made up of 
good ~iers, intermediate skieeBs and others. Won't go until 
CHRISTMAS NIGHT from New York, after everybody will have had their 
Xmas eve and Xmas day at home. 
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