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Transcribed or summarized by: Nancy Decker 
 
Brief summary of interview context and recording contents: This interview was held in the 
Cannavino Library on the Marist College campus. 
 
TAPE INDEX: 
 
Time (00:00.00 ~ in hrs./mins./seconds)   Summary    
 
00:00.01 – 00:05.20 Brother Joseph Belangér gives a brief history of the Marist Brothers 

starting with their creation to the present. Their main purpose in life was to 
provide an education to the marginalized country students who didn’t have 
a lot of money, which is why Marist College has scholarships, so not only 
the rich can attend. 

 
00:05.21 – 00:12.56 Brother Belangér talks about when he first came to Marist College. He 

very quickly runs through his years at Marist, the work that he did there, 
when he graduated, and what he did after graduation. He taught several 
summer courses at Marist College in English and French before he came 
back to work at Marist full-time. During the course of this discussion he 
also reminisces on how Marist got its name and how he became certified 
and proficient in French. 

 
00:12.57 – 00:35.47 Brother Belangér goes into more detail about his time spent at Marist as a 

student, the schedule they had, the classes they took, and what graduation 
was like back then. He reflects on several of the early teachers that he had, 
and on the difference between the credit hours and the grading system of 
Marist College both then and now. He discusses some of the differences 
and tensions between the student Brothers and lay students, and his own 
involvement in theater production. He also describes the success of Marist 
through those early years, and the success they had when they introduced 
women to the campus and became a co-ed college. 

 
00:35.48 – 00:52.10 Brother Belangér discusses what the Marist Brothers “keys” were and how 

they got that name. He also goes into more detail about the lifestyle of the 
Brothers living on campus, the gardens, the livestock, the singing, 
Christmas, etc. He talks about the construction of some of the buildings on 
campus, especially the ones that he had a hand in building, such as the 
theater. 

 
00:52.11 – 01:00.44 Brother Belangér reflects on his days at Marist as a professor. He talks 

about some of the courses he taught, what his favorite courses to teach 
were, and his strategy for teaching. In his opinion, the job of a teacher is to 
teach students how to think, and he spent his career doing just that. 
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01:00.45 – 01:08.18 Brother Belangér talks about some of the controversial decisions that have 
been made in Marist history, such as the decision to bury the McCann 
Cemetery and the effect that it had on some of the Brothers. He also 
discusses the decision to transfer control of the college from the Marist 
Brothers to the Board of Trustees. He wraps up the interview by advising 
future Marist students to use the education that they get at Marist to help 
make the world a better place. 
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