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Describe any interference or interruptions: Much of the interview is difficult to hear and
understand. Because of this there are many sections that are omitted.

Restrictions on interview access or use: None

Transcribed or summarized by: Mary Ellen Lent

Brief summary of interview context and recording contents: This interview was held in the
Cannavino Library on the Marist College campus.

TAPE INDEX:

Time (00:00.00 ~ in hrs./mins./seconds) Summary

00:00.05 - 00:09.50

00:09.51 - 00:22.19

00:22.20 - 00:28.19

00:28.20 — 00:40.47

00:40.48 — 00:45.50

Peter O’Keefe discusses his personal life and history. He describes the
origin of his name, when he was born and where he grew up, his parents
names and occupations, his siblings, where he went to school, his time
spent in the seminary for The Divine Word Fathers, meeting and marrying
his wife, his children, and the various he jobs he had before coming to
Marist College.

Peter talks about getting the job at Marist College, what he taught in the
first few years and then branching out to participate in extracurricular
activities such as Marist’s Bridge Program and the Academic Policy
Committee. Eventually he also began creating and working on Continuing
Education for Marist as well.

Peter believes his most important contribution to the college was the part
he played in the development of the core program, and he spends some
time discussing that. He also feels one of the least intelligent moves he
made was backing the creation of divisions among faculty, and he talks
about that as well.

Peter reflects on the physical layout of the campus when he first arrived at
Marist and compares it to the way it looks today. He talks about what
Marist had going for it back when the college was small and cramped, and
what it has going for it today. The tradition of Marist College he feels,
however, is fading, but he also feels that there is the potential for it to
continue. Finally he talks about the development of the student body and
how different the students are today.

Peter discusses the administration that he was worked under at Marist
College. He believes Foy’s greatest contribution was his hand’s off policy,
and that his only mistake was that he stayed on a little too long. He feels
that Murray’s greatest contribution is the image of the college and
marketing.
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00:45.51 - 00:54.34 Peter briefly talks about the future of Marist and some of the decisions that
will have to be made in regards to technology and the graduate program.
He talks about some of the relationships he formed with people at Marist
over the years. He ends the interview by briefly discussing what he has
been doing since he retired from Marist, even though he is still involved in
the campus and still very busy.
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