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Transcribed or summarized by: Mary Ellen Lent

Brief summary of interview context and recording contents: The interview was held in the
James Cannavino Library on the Marist College campus.
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Brother Richard Rancourt briefly discusses his personal history; the origin
of his name, his parents and their occupations, his siblings, where he was
born and raised, and where he went to school. He mentions the first time
that he saw, and became aware of, the Marist Brothers. He also spends
some time talking about how he learned to play the piano and organ,
which he became quite proficient at, and all of the people who helped to
teach him and develop his skills over the years.

Brother Rancourt describes his journey becoming a Marist Brother at the
Esopus campus, then coming to Poughkeepsie for his postulant and
novitiate. He talks a little bit about the schedule and the duties they had,
and he talks quite a bit about a cemetery for the Marist Brothers, which he
was quite fond of. He compares the life of a Brother to military life but
also gives some examples of when things started to change and become
less rigid.

Brother Rancourt talks about scholasticate, which he enjoyed very much,
and compares it to the novitiate. He enjoyed the studies, they had a bit
more freedom with their time, they cultivated their own particular talents,
and Brother Paul Ambrose allowed some occasional secular activities. He
reminisces about the ten mile walk to Esopus, and about his time spent at
Camp Sunset. He ended up leaving scholasticate a year early so he could
go out and teach.

Brother Rancourt remembers his years teaching in high schools and
middle schools while he completed his bachelor’s degree in mathematics
and his graduate work in philosophy. He taught many different subjects
over the years, and even taught in the Marist extension school part-time.
During this time he also took lessons on how to become a better organist
from the organist of St. Patrick’s cathedral.

Brother Rancourt came to Marist College and taught for ten years before
he left to teach at various other schools and colleges. He returned to Marist
in the early eighties where he applied for and received the position of
Director of the Refugee Assistance Program. After three years of working
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in that position he began teaching in the math department. He ends the
interview by promising to come again to talk about his years at Marist.
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